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Dutch  PWA 
held  by  INS 

Participant  in  National  Les/Gay  Health 
Conference  detained  in  Minneapolis 


By  Chris  Bull 

MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  —  For  the  sec¬ 
ond  year  in  a  row,  the  U.S.  government  has 
prohibited  a  resident  of  another  country  to 
attend  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Conference.  Last  year,  the  U.S.  State  Dep¬ 
artment  refused  visas  to  three  Nicaraguan 
AIDS  educators  who  were  scheduled  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  tenth  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Health  Conference  held  in  Boston,  claiming 
the  educators  lacked  a  “compelling  reason” 
to  return  home  (See  GCN,  July  24,  1988). 
This  year,  a  gay  man  with  AIDS,  Hans  Paul 
Verhoef  of  Rotterdam,  was  detained  April  2 
by  Minneapolis  Immigration  and  Naturali¬ 
zation  Service  (INS)  officials  when  they 
learned  he  has  AIDS.  Verhoef  was  on  his 
way  to  the  eleventh  annual  Health  Con¬ 
ference  in  San  Francisco  April  5-9  as  a 
Dutch  delegate.  About  60  activists  April  5 
staged  a  protest  outside  the  federal  building 
in  St.  Paul,  where  the  Minnesota  INS  is 
located,  demanding  the  release  of  Verhoef. 

As  of  presstime,  the  INS  district  office  in 
St.  Paul  granted  Verhoef  permission  to  fly 
to  San  Francisco.  However,  Verhoef  re¬ 
mains  in  a  maximum  security  prison  pend¬ 
ing  a  final  decision  by  the  INS  central  office 
in  Washington  on  April  7.  Meanwhile,  in 
San  Francisco,  Mayor  Art  Agnos  demanded 
Verhoef’s  immediate  release  and  declared 
April  6  “Hans  Paul  Verhoff  Day”  in  the 
city. 

“Everyone  here  [at  the  conference]  is 
outraged  by  this  act.  It  stands  in  the  way  of 
international  cooperation  and  efforts  to  put 
an  end  to  the  epidemic,”  Steve  Huber, 
spokesperson  for  the  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Health  Foundation,  the  co-sponsor  of 
the  conference,  told  GCN. 

A  1987  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Nationality  Act,  introduced  by 
anti-gay  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  and  approved 
97-0  by  the  Senate,  allows  the  INS  to  deny 
entry  to  anyone  who  tests  HIV  antibody 
positive,  including  temporary  visitors  to  the 
country.  The  law  adds  AIDS  to  the  list  of 
“communicable”  diseases  the  INS  may  use 
to  deny  visas  to  aliens.  This  is  the  first  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Helms  amendment  to  pro¬ 
hibit  a  tourist  from  entering  the  country. 

“It’s  an  arbitrary  application  of  the  law,” 
said  Peter  Kovas,  legislative  assistant  to 
Representative  Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.), 
the  author  of  an  immigration  act  reform  bill 
which  would  strike  homosexuality  and 
political  orientation  as  grounds  for  denying 
immigrants  U.S.  citizenship.  “Currently 
HIV  tests  are  ordered  for  immigrants  but 
not  tourists.  They  usually  don’t  bother 
checking  tourists.  But  if  they  do,  the  law 
gives  them  the  right  to  deny  entrance  into 
the  country  and  to  detain  people.”  Several 
members  of  Congress,  including  Rep.  Nan¬ 
cy  Pelosi  (D-Calif.)  and  Frank  are  pressur¬ 
ing  the  INS  to  allow  Verhoef  to  attend  the 


conference.  The  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion  has  also  officially  requested  Verhoef’s 
release. 

Steve  Morin,  aide  to  Pelosi,  said  Pelosi 
petitioned  the  central  INS  office  to  grant 
Verhoef  a  waiver.  “It’s  really  outrageous. 
I’m  embarrassed  for  my  government.  It’s  a 
reflection  of  complete  ignorance  about 
AIDS,”  he  said. 

Frank  told  GCN  he  did  not  believe  the 
INS  would  change  its  position.  “I  don’t 
think  there  is  much  choice  given  the  law  and 
I  don’t  expect  the  Bush  administration  to 
show  much  flexibility  here.” 

At  an  April  4  press  conference  at  Oakpark 
Heights  prison,  a  maximum  security  peniten¬ 
tiary  in  Minneapolis,  Verhoef  recounted  the 
events  of  the  last  few  days.  He  said  he  was 
traveling  on  Northwest  Orient  airlines  from 
Amsterdam  to  San  Francisco  and  was 
changing  planes  in  Minneapolis  when  U.S. 
customs  officials  asked  him  about  his 
destination.  When  he  told  them  he  was 
heading  for  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Conference,  they  queried  him  about  his 
HIV  status.  Eventually,  Verhoef  told  the  of¬ 
ficials  he  has  AIDS.  Customs  then  referred 
him  to  the  INS,  which  demanded  that  he 
take  an  HIV  antibody  test,  despite  the  fact 
that  Verhoef  had  already  said  he  had  AIDS. 
He  was  given  the  choice  of  returning  home 
immediately  or  taking  an  HIV  antibody  test 
and  being  imprisoned  until  the  INS  held  a 
hearing. 

Verhoef  said  at  the  press  conference  that 
he  is  being  treated  well  in  prison  and  he  is 
pressing  ahead  with  his  effort  to  attend  the 
health  conference.  He  is  being  represented 
by  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  lawyer  Jonathan  Burris,  who  has  ask¬ 
ed  the  INS  to  waive  the  law  in  this  case 
because  Verhoef  “poses  no  threat  to  public 
safety.”  The  INS  failed  to  return  repeated 
calls  from  GCN. 

The  INS  claims  that  Verhoef  is  a  danger 
to  public  health  because  he  has  AIDS  and 
may  cost  the  government  money  if  he  needs 
to  be  hospitalized  during  his  stay.  But  Burris 
said  that  Verhoef  is  no  danger  to  anyone  and 
that  he  is  insured  by  Blue  Cross,  which  will 
cover  any  medical  expenses  he  might  incur 
during  his  stay. 

Burris  told  GCAfthat  Verhoef  is  “bearing 
up  well  psychologically.  He  was  evaluated 
by  a  doctor  from  a  local  AIDS  organization 
and  seems  to  be  doing  well.  But  time  is  short 
—  we  want  him  out  now.”  He  said  the  INS 
unwittingly  caused  an  international  incident 
and  is  trying  to  extract  itself  as  “gracefully” 
as  possible.  He  added  that  a  “bureaucratic 
nightmare”  is  making  it  difficult  for  the  INS 
to  act  quickly. 

“I  am  very  stressed  but  am  prepared  to  go 
all  the  way  to  fight  the  INS,”  Verhoef  told 
Continued  on  page  12 


People  of  color  march 
against  AIDS  in  Oakland 

Citing  dramatic  rise  in  numbers  of  AIDS  cases,  activists 
demand  immediate  action  from  institutions  in 
communities  of  color 


By  Rose  Appleman 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  —  “Face  the 
facts/it’s  not  too  late/AIDS  does  not  dis¬ 
criminate!”  was  the  chant  of  the  day  on 
April  1,  as  the  loud,  proud  crowd  of  400 
marched  through  the  city  to  rally  in  front  of 
City  Hall.  The  many  colors  of  the  faces  and 
the  diversity  of  the  banners  identified  the 
Bay  Area  cross-section  participating  in 
“People  of  Color  Mobilizing  Against 
AIDS.”  There  was  the  Black  Coalition  on 
AIDS,  and  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
carrying  a  piece  of  the  Quilt  honoring  their 
members  who  have  died.  ACT  UP/San 
Francisco  turned  out,  along  with  the  Oak- 
land-Berkeley  Rainbow  Coalition,  the  East 
Bay  Lesbian/Gay  Democratic  Club  and  the 
Alice  B.  Toklas  Lesbian/Gay  Democratic 
Club  from  San  Francisco.  Even  Bleachman 
was  there,  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Founda¬ 
tion’s  cartoon-come-to-life  AIDS  educator. 
Of  the  hundreds  of  AIDS  demonstrations  in 
the  last  seven  years,  this  was  one  of  the  first 
to  focus  on  people  of  color.  While  there 
have  been  dozens  of  marches  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  alone,  this  was  the  first  for  Oakland, 
an  economically  depressed,  majority  Black 
city  just  across  the  Bay. 

Sparked  by  BWMT,  the  organizing  of  the 
event  drew  in  activists  from  several  other 
organizations,  among  them  the  Rainbow 
Coalition,  the  Laney  College  AIDS  Council, 
the  Tenderloin  Self-Help  Project,  and  the 
ARC/AIDS  Vigil.  The  action  was  conceived 
as  a  “march  for  AIDS  education  and  aware¬ 
ness  in  communities  of  color.”  It  expressed 
the  urgent  need  to  address  the  epidemic’s  ex¬ 
plosion  among  people  of  color  and  the  inac¬ 
tion  of  community  leadership  and  institu¬ 
tions.  Marking  increased  willingness  to 
press  those  leaders  and  institutions  for  ac¬ 
countability,  the  demonstration  was  timed 
to  coincide  with  the  Oakland  meeting  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Black  Mayors,  a 


group  the  organizers  saw  as  powerful  poten¬ 
tial  allies,  in  a  position  to  act  and  in  need  of 
education. 

Speakers  at  the  rally,  almost  all  of  whom 
were  health  care  providers,  activists  and/or 
people  with  AIDS  and  most  of  whom  were 
lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color,  reemphasized 
the  impetus  for  the  event.  “We  are  here  to 
save  our  lives,  to  get  over  the  misinforma¬ 
tion,  the  lack  of  funds,  the  lack  of  education 
that  our  communities  have  been  getting,” 
said  BWMT’s  national  co-chair  John  Team- 
er.  People  of  color  have  always  been  over¬ 
represented  among  people  with  AIDS,  and 
it’s  getting  worse.  In  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
according  to  San  Francisco  lesbian  activist  Pat 
Norman,  Blacks  and  Latinos  account  for  55 
percent  of  the  new  cases  of  AIDS.  In 
Alameda  County.,  which  includes  Oakland, 
the  percent  of  people  with  AIDS  who  are 
Black  rose  from  12.5  percent  in  1982  to  36 
percent  in  1988;  in  San  Francisco,  17  percent 
of  the  PWAs  are  people  of  color,  far  less 
than  the  national  average  of  42  percent,  but 
double  the  1981  percentage.  The  week 
before  the  march,  the  California  health 
department  revealed  the  incidence  of  AIDS 
is  proportionately  higher  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  than  in  any  other  —  and  is  expected 
to  triple  by  1991 . 

Speakers  added  that  the  spread  of  crack 
use  in  communities  of  color  and  the  drama¬ 
tic,  most  likely  related,  upsurges  in  sexually 
transmitted  disease  such  as  syphilis,  com¬ 
pound  the  problem.  Sores  from  syphilis  may 
be  a  portal  of  entry  for  the  HIV  virus  and  as 
California  State  University  researcher  Ben¬ 
jamin  Bowser  told  the  crowd,  “Crack  in 
itself  is  not  something  that  gives  you  AIDS, 
but  the  behavior  that  goes  along  with  the 
crack  culture  is  one  that  encourages  high 
risk  [sexual]  behavior,  and  we  know  the 
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Marilyn  Humphries 


Towards  a  national 
lesbian  conference 


A  Black  lesbian  activist  reports  back  from  Durham , 
N.C.,  where  participants  in  the  first  national  planning 
meeting  grappled  with  issues  of  racism,  disability,  where, 
when,  what  and  more 


By  Angela  Bowen 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  Since  the  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  in 
October  of  1987,  groups  of  lesbians  have 
been  meeting  to  plan  a  national  conference. 
Although  regional  meetings  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  several  months,  the 
first  national  planning  meeting  took  place 
here  March  3-6. 

The  Durham  Host  Committee  provided 
housing,  transportation,  meeting  spaces, 
signers,  interpreters  and  childcare  for  the 
200  conference  participants.  A  spaghetti  dinner, 
entertainment  and  a  dance  highlighted 
Saturday  evening.  Many  participants  took 
the  opportunity  to  see  lesbian  poet  Adrienne 
Rich,  who  happened  to  be  in  town  for  the 
weekend,  reading  at  Duke  University  on  Fri¬ 
day  night  and  at  a  synagogue  on  Sunday. 

The  Friday  afternoon  meeting  began  with 
the  purpose  of  deciding  on  process,  ground 
rules,  identification  of  goals  and  agenda 
revisions.  Immediately  the  agenda  was  revis¬ 
ed  to  include  work  on  racism,  with  all  the 
lesbians  present  participating.  Joyce  Hunter 
of  New  York’s  Hettrick-Martin  Institute  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth,  suggested  a  “fish 
bowl”  exercise  in  which  the  lesbians  of  color 
held  a  discussion  among  themselves  with  the 
white  lesbians  listening  from  the  out¬ 
side.  Then  the  process  was  reversed.  It 
seemed  as  though  everyone  present  con¬ 
sidered  the  “fish  bowl”  extremely  suc¬ 
cessful  in  opening  up  the  feelings  of  lesbians 
of  color  and  of  white  lesbians  as  well. 
However,  the  process  took  the  entire  after¬ 
noon,  necessitating  an  evening  transfer  to 
another  building  so  that  two  groups  could 
continue  planning  the  facilitation,  goals  and 
revisions  processes. 

On  Saturday,  new  participants  arrived, 
who  were  then  introduced  and  brought  into 
the  process.  Caucuses  were  decided  upon, 
reports  brought  back,  and  another  “fish 
bowl”  presented,  in  which  lesbians  with 
disabilities  aired  their  concerns  to  the  entire 
group.  The  “conference  vision  and  goals” 
discussion  included  the  question  of  whether 
the  gathering  should  be  a  “lesbo  expo”  — 
with  crafts  and  other  lesbiana.  Instead,  the 
group  decided  on  a  “lesbian  conference 
with  related  events.” 

On  Sunday,  the  most  significant  discus¬ 
sion  was  held  on  the  “where”  and  “when” 
issues.  There  had  been  an  unspoken 
assumption  that  the  conference  would  hap¬ 
pen  in  1990,  with  the  biggest  discussion  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  place  around  the  issue  of 
location.  But  some  lesbians  of  color  sug¬ 
gested  waiting  until  1991.  A  Native 
American  lesbian  said  she  felt  she  needed 
more  time  to  reach  rural  Native  American 
lesbians  —  especially  since  she  has  commit¬ 
ted  to  bringing  50  to  the  conference;  another 
lesbian  of  color  said  she  felt  that  more  time 
was  needed  to  organize  more  lesbians  of  col¬ 
or.  The  larger  group,  taking  the  concerns  of 
the  lesbians  of  color  (and  the  lesbians  with 
disabilities,  who  generally  moved  in  consen¬ 
sus  with  lesbians  of  color  concerns)  into 
consideration,  voted  to  hold  the  conference 
in  Atlanta  in  1991. 

Another  thorny  discussion  Sunday  con¬ 
cerned  the  makeup  of  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee.  A  decision  was  reached  that  the  steering 
committee  would  be  made  up  of  50  percent 
lesbians  of  color.  Certain  other  issues  were 
tabled  for  future  discussion.  Since  the  close 
of  the  meeting,  some  have  expressed  con¬ 
cern  that  too  many  lesbians  had  already 
begun  leaving  by  Sunday  afternoon  when 
consensus  was  reached  concerning  time, 
location  and  committees.  Consequently,  a 
follow-up  letter  and  questionnaire,  due  to 
reach  participants  in  mid-April,  will  address 
these  questions  and  ask  for  input  for  the 
next  national  planning  meeting,  slated  for 
late  July  in  Portland,  Ore.  A  possibility  ex¬ 
ists  that  the  opinions  expressed  in  response 
to  the  mailing  may  change  the  date  of  the 
conference  to  July  of  1990. 

Listening  and  learning 

Lesbians  with  disabilities  were  a  par¬ 
ticularly  strong  force,  making  the  conferees 
hear  their  voices  and  concerns  loud  and 
clear.  Several  times  they  stopped  the  action 
and  made  participants  acknowledge  the  lack 
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of  understanding  of  basic  accessibility. 
Aisles  wide  enough  for  wheelchairs  to  pass 
was  not  unreasonable,  yet  twice  the  par¬ 
ticipants  had  to  be  asked  to  separate  tables 
so  that  the  lesbians  who  used  battery  driven 
chairs  and  carts  could  ride  them  through  the 
aisles.  Another  time,  during  a  “fish  bowl” 
session,  some  lesbians  with  disabilities  made 
the  point  that  this  was  the  first  time  they  had 
been  at  a  conference  where  able-bodied  par¬ 
ticipants  sat  still  and  listened  to  them 
without  walking  out  of  the  room  while  they 
were  talking.  Another  made  the  observation 
that  usually  at  conferences,  disabled  women 
usually  ended  up  in  a  room  talking  among 
themselves  or  with  a  few  other  women  who 
were  their  lovers  or  special  friends.  It  was  a 
very  moving  experience.  We’re  learning,  all 
of  us. 

On  Friday  night,  all  the  women  present 
were  invited  to  come  to  the  restaurant  where 
many  Durham  women  usually  hang  out. 
This  was  the  same  place  I  had  been  taken  to 
when  I  arrived  Thursday  night,  and  I  had 
enjoyed  the  food  thoroughly,  so  I  said  to  my 
friend,  “Great,  let’s  go.  I  had  a  very  good 
time  last  night.”  My  friend,  who  has  ar¬ 
thritis  and  uses  a  cane,  said  that  she  had 
heard  from  other  disabled  women  that  the 
restaurant  was  up  a  very  steep  flight  of 
stairs.  I’m  sorry  to  say  that  she  had  to  repeat 
to  me  twice  that  she  couldn’t  go  up  those 
stairs  before  it  sunk  in.  We  went  to  another 
restaurant  close  by,  along  with  several  other 
women,  some  of  whom  were  disabled,  some 
who  didn’t  think  we  should  go  where  all  of 
us  couldn’t  go.  The  next  day,  the  women 
with  disabilities  let  the  entire  conference 
know  that  they  didn’t  feel  looked  after. 
We’re  learning,  all  of  us. 

On  Sunday,  it  was  discovered  at  1 :00  p.m. 
that  the  meeting  hall  adjoining  the 
synagogue  where  the  Adrienne  Rich  event 
would  take  place  at  7:00  didn’t  have 
wheelchair  accessibility.  I  was  facilitating 
the  meeting  when  Catherine  Lohr,  a  Boston 
activist  with  disabilities,  asked  me,  in  the 
spirit  of  our  attempts  to  sensitize  ourselves 
to  the  concerns  of  women  with  disabilities, 
to  make  this  announcement.  She  also  said 
that  indomitable  local  activist  and  writer 
Mab  Segrest  had  asked  Catherine  for 
dimensions  to  build  a  ramp  at  about  1:00, 
saying  that,  although  she  had  not  done  this 
before,  she  wanted  to  give  it  a  try  and  that 
she  would  find  some  women  to  help  her. 
One  woman  named  Woody  had  had  a 
previous  successful  attempt,  so  Mab  and 
Woody  took  it  on. 

It  was  about  3:30  when  I  made  the  an¬ 
nouncement,  and  I  wouldn’t  be  surprised  if 
at  least  50  percent  of  the  women  in  the  room 
were  skeptical  that  it  would  be  accomplish¬ 
ed.  Catherine  told  me  that  she  had  said  to 
herself  when  she  heard  Mab’s  suggestion 
that  she  applauded  the  attempt,  but  really 
didn’t  expect  it  to  happen.  Just  about  an 
hour  later,  I  was  asked  to  announce  that  the 
ramp  was  finished,  and  we  all  broke  into  a 
resounding  cheer.  I  had  to  stress,  however, 
as  the  women  with  disabilities  had  stated  to 
me,  that  it  wasn’t  necessary  that  the  lesbians 
with  disabilities  leave  the  meeting  and  go  to 
hear  Adrienne  Rich  simply  because  a  ramp 
had  been  built.  The  choice  should  be  there; 
that’s  all  a  ramp  means. 

The  rest  of  the  story  goes  like  this: 
Catherine  left  the  meeting  and  went  to  the 
Rich  event.  There  had  not  been  time  to  build 
handrails,  so  lines  of  women  spotted  the 
sides  of  the  ramp.  Catherine  says  it  was  “a 
beautiful  ramp,  aesthetically  beautiful.”  It 
was  made  with  very  heavy  doors,  with  dif¬ 
ferent  pieces  of  carpeting  laid  over  it,  some 
oriental  pieces.  As  she  approached  it,  she 
said  she  felt  she  was  looking  at  a  work  of  art. 
She  rolled  up  the  ramp  with  people  beaming 
at  her,  and  as  she  rolled  off  the  ramp  and 
entered  the  auditorium,  people  broke  into 
applause.  As  she  told  me  the  story,  I  felt 
myself  choking  up.  We’re  learning,  all  of  us 
—  and  some  of  us  learn  enough  until  we 
sometimes  do  get  it  right. 

Some  personal  observations 

Many  of  the  lesbians  who  have  been 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Life  in  the  Fast  Lane 

in  perpetual  motion... 
a  different  date  every  night... 
dancing,  drinking,  and  coke 
until  dawn... so  much  excite¬ 
ment  that  nobody  sees  the 
emptiness  inside. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

'Family  Law 
'Real  Estate  Transfers 
'Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
'Discrimination 
'Unemployment 
'Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GAY  &  LESBIAN  POLITICAL  CAUCUS 


STATEWIDE  CONSTITUENT  LOBBYING  DAY 
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On  to  the  Senate 

Mass,  gay  rights  bill  squeaks  by  in  the  House 


By  Joseph  Cice 

BOSTON  —  By  a  vote  of  80-68  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  House  of  Representatives  April  3 
sent  the  gay  rights  bill  on  to  the  Senate,  kill¬ 
ing  a  proposal  made  by  homophobic  legisla¬ 
tors  to  reconsider  the  bill  which  had  passed 
by  a  76-72  margin  in  the  House  March  29. 
The  bill’s  arrival  in  the  Senate  this  early  in 
the  legislative  calendar  is  widely  seen  as  a 
crucial  success,  given  that  opponents  in  the 
Senate  have  used  stalling  tactics  in  recent 
years  to  prevent  a  vote  on  the  bill.  Activists 
say  that  if  the  bill  comes  to  a  vote,  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  senators  will  pass  it,  ending  a  16-year 
campaign  for  gay  rights  in  the  state. 

Arline  Isaacson,  a  lobbyist  for  the  bill  and 
co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus,  expressed  relief  after 
what  she  described  as  a  last-minute  saving  of 
the  bill.  “It  was  down  to  the  wire,”  she  said, 
“The  only  reason  we  won  was  because  we 
convinced  several  opponents  of  the  bill  to 
either  do  us  a  favor  [and  vote  against  recon¬ 
sideration]  or  take  a  walk  [and  be  absent  for 
the  vote.]”  She  said  lobbyists  for  the  bill 
worked  desperately  up  until  the  vote  to  con¬ 
vince  eight  opponents  of  the  bill  to  miss  the 
vote  or  not  vote  for  reconsideration. 

The  House  leadership  rejected  as  “be¬ 
yond  the  scope  of  the  bill”  amendments  that 
would  have  declared  the  bill  not  an  “en¬ 
dorsement”  of  homosexuality,  and  that 
would  have  created  a  statewide  referendum 
on  gay  rights.  But  three  amendments  were 
incorporated  into  the  House  version  of  the 
bill:  one  condemns  same-sex  intergenera- 
tional  relationships;  one  exempts  religious 
institutions  from  the  employer  re¬ 
quirements;  and  one  makes  clear  that  the 
bill  does  not  constitute  affirmative  action. 
In  support  of  their  amendments,  some 
representatives  used  bigoted  stereotypes  in 
an  apparent  attempt  to  incite  fear  in  other 
legislators.  Rep.  Francis  Woodward 
(D-Walpole),  for  example,  referred 
repeatedly  to  a  booklet  which  contends  that 
one  fifth  of  all  lesbian  women  and  gay  men 
have  engaged  in  bestiality.  The  booklet  Are 
Gay  Rights  Right?  also  says  gay  people  are 
more  inclined  to  molest  children  than 
heterosexuals. 

But  other  representatives  ardently  defen¬ 
ded  the  bill.  Said  Rep.  Marjorie  Clapprood 
(D-Sharon),  “All  of  this  talk  here  about 
morals  and  values  is  a  bunch  of  bunk 
because  the  legislature  has  an  obligation  to 
protect  citizens  from  discrimination.”  And 
Rep.  Alvin  Thompson  (D-Cambridge)  said, 
“How  can  we  say  that  we  support  the  civil 
rights  of  our  citizens,  yet  turn  our  backs  on 


Durham 
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working  on  the  conference  since  the  end  of 
the  March  on  Washington  in  ’87  have  put  an 
incredible  amount  of  time,  energy  and 
money  into  this  conference.  I  admire 
tremendously  their  faith  in  the  lesbians  they 
brought  into  the  process,  their  daring  to 
leave  open  final  decisions  they  could  have 
made  earlier  on  their  own,  allowing  the  rest 
of  us  to  plug  in  wherever  and  however  we 
could.  Over  the  years,  feminists  of  color 
have  been  consistently  trying  to  get  across 
the  point  that  we  are  always  invited  in  at  the 
last  minute  to  fill  token  slots  so  that  white 
women  will  appear  to  be  politically  correct 
without  taking  any  risks.  Well,  the  lesbian 
planning  conference  is  taking  great  risks. 
There  have  been  lesbians  of  color  in  on  the 
planning  all  along.  Still,  when  the  regional 
meetings  were  coming  up  short  on  lesbians 
of  color,  the  planning  committee  worked  on 
finding  and  encouraging  lesbians  of  color, 
and  worked  hard  to  raise  money  to  see  that 
we  got  there.  They  took  the  risk  of  taking 
pretty  much  of  a  back  seat  on  the  discussion 
of  “when,”  “where”  and  “what,”  and  let 
the  discussion  go  where  the  lesbians  present 
felt  it  needed  to. 

To  some,  it  seemed  chaotic.  To  some,  it 
was  infinitely  empowering.  I  felt  it  was  a  bit 
of  both.  But,  ultimately,  I  felt  they  built  up 
a  trust  level  that  will  go  far  beyond  this  con¬ 
ference.  If  there  are  lesbians  of  color  who 
feel  that  white  women  are  irretrievably 
racist,  too  bad  they  couldn’t  have  been  in 
Durham  last  month. 

Yet,  the  original  lesbians  planning  the 
conference  would  have  pleased  me  by  being 
more  forceful  about  their  own  points  of 
view  —  after  all,  who  had  more  right  to 
1  speak  their  views  than  they?  Some  of  them 
have  been  on  this  for  nearly  a  year  and  a  half 


an  estimated  10  percent  of  our  state’s  popu¬ 
lation?” 

David  Candeias,  a  member  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  told 
GCN  that  after  the  vote,  “there  was  a  lot  of 
embracing....  What  we  need  now  is  time. 
We’ve  already  gained  four  to  six  weeks 
because  we  started  lobbying  before  the  bill 
went  into  the  Joint  Commerce  and  Labor 
Committee.  The  bill  was  the  first  thing  they 
heard.  Then  the  House  leadership  made  it 
one  of  the  first  things  the  House  heard.” 
Fortunately,  said  Candeias,  any  chair  of  a 
Senate  committee  who  opposes  the  bill  can¬ 
not  hold  the  bill  for  more  than  45  days. 

Another  lobbyist  for  the  bill  and  Coali¬ 
tion  member,  David  LaFontaine,  expressed 
disappointment  that  in  the  face  of  homo- 
phobic  opposition,  some  have  tried  to 
characterize  the  bill  as  having  narrow 
ramifications.  “Our  opponents  are... using 
everything  under  the  sun.  If  we  don’t  pre¬ 
sent  the  human  side  of  the  legislation,  we’ll 
be  at  a  disadvantage.  We  want  to  create  an 
environment  in  which  people  can  come  out. 
The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  to  challenge  and 
change  prejudice.  The  notion  that  this  bill 
does  not  attack  homophobia  is  silly.  We 
shouldn’t  let  our  opponents  scare  us  into 
scaling  down  what  the  bill  means  to  us.” 

LaFontaine  said  that  in  addition  to  pro¬ 
viding  protection  in  the  areas  of  housing, 
employment,  public  accomodations,  credit, 
and  insurance,  the  bill  has  “symbolic 
value.”  But,  he  said,  “If  the  bill’s  major 
power  is  consciousness-raising,  visibility 
and  as  an  organizational  tool,  we  really  need 
to  publicize  the  campaign  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble.”  He  added  that  as  for  the  bill’s  actual 
value  in  combatting  specific  instances  of 
discrimination,  “it’s  an  open  question  as  to 
how  effective  it  will  be.  That  will  depend  on 
how  courageous  people  are  in  using  it.” 

Gerald  DiAvolio,  a  lobbyist  for  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Archdiocese,  said  a  four-page  document  con¬ 
demning  the  bill  was  sent  by  the  church  to 
legislators.  Said  DiAvolio,  “We’re  not 
bigots.”  But  he  termed  non-traditional 
families  “unacceptable,”  and  said  that  an 
owner  of  a  dwelling  must  not  be  required  to 
treat  gay  applicants  “just  as  fairly  as  Black 
people.”  DiAvolio  pointed  out  that  “We 
have  gay  priests,”  although  he  hoped  that 
they  were  celibate,  he  said.  Responding  to  a 
question  about  how  he  views  the  lesbians 
and  gay  men  who  charge  that  the  church  is 
callous,  DiAvolio  told  GCN ,  “I  don’t  know 
where  they’re  coming  from.” 

Continued  on  page  12 


and,  looking  two  years  down  the  road,  just 
might  need  to  bow  out  before  1991.  The 
financial  burdens  of  keeping  an  office  going 
for  an  extra  year  might  not  be  the  best  plan. 
Losing  momentum  might  be  a  problem. 
Perhaps  we  all  could  have  addressed  the 
issue  of  organizing  to  bring  more  Native 
American  rural  lesbians  and  more  lesbians 
of  color  in  another  way  than  stretching  the 
time  for  an  extra  year. 

But,  unfortunately,  the  discussion  of 
these  issues  never  really  took  place.  I  would 
have  been  glad  to  hear  more  arguments, 
more  persuasiveness,  more  about  their  ex¬ 
perience  in  this  whole  process.  In  building 
up  trust  with  lesbians  of  color,  it’s  necessary 
to  argue  your  point,  to  be  persuasive  and 
forthright.  Those  of  us  with  common  sense, 
a  feminist  identity  and  a  sense  of  fair  play 
are  not  going  to  consider  white  lesbians  who 
disagree  with  us  automatically  racist;  in 
fact,  it’s  important  to  understand  that  all 
lesbians  of  color  do  not  feel  the  same  way  on 
all  issues.  Thrashing  things  out  is  not 
divisive.  It’s  respectful. 

So,  the  final  points: 

1. )  Atlanta  is  the  site  of  the  conference. 

2. )  It  will  be  called  a  Lesbian  Conference, 
with  related  events. 

3. )  The  plan  is  to  hold  the  conference  in 
1991,  but  some  lesbians  feel  it  could  still 
happen  in  1990  with  a  more  representative 
vote. 

4. )  A  national  planning  meeting  will  be  held 
in  Portland,  Ore.  in  July  of  this  year. 

5. )  A  coordinating  committee  is  temporarily 
in  place  until  July. 

6. )  The  steering  committee  is  to  be  made  up 
of  50  percent  lesbians  of  color.  □ 

Note:  Lesbians  interested  in  participating 
in  organizing  efforts  in  the  New  England 
region  are  encouraged  to  come  to  a  meeting 
April  16  at  4:30 p.m.  at  Boston  City  Hall.  □ 


Oakland 
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virus  has  already  moved  into  that  particular 
community... the  very  next  group  of  people 
who  are  going  to  experience  this  plague  are 
going  to  be  crack  cocaine  users.  We’re  now 
talking  about  a  population  that  is  1000  times 
the  size  of  IV-drug  users  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity....” 

Speakers  and  participants  alike  chastised 
the  church  for  failure  to  respond  to  the 
crisis.  A  few  active  church  members  were 
among  the  march  organizers,  a  few  area 
churches  had  endorsed,  but  outreach  efforts 
fell  flat.  It  was  left  to  the  only  Black  minister 
who  spoke,  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  of  San 
Francisco’s  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  to  demand  an  accoun¬ 
ting  from  his  fellow  ministers. 

Gary  Harmon,  a  member  of  the  organiz¬ 
ing  committee  and  a  speaker  at  the  rally,  a 
founder  of  the  ARC/AIDS  vigil,  and  a 
Black  man  living  with  AIDS,  also  expressed 
strong  criticism  of  the  church.  “I’m  very 
upset  with  the  Black  church’s  response,”  he 
told  GCN.  “When  it  comes  to  discussing 
AIDS,  you  cannot  do  that  in  church....  The 
person  who  is  most  likely  to  be  gay,  the 
pastor,  has  a  problem  with  morbidity  and 
mortality  as  it  affects  his  own  life  in  relation 
to  AIDS,  and  secondly  IV  drug  usage  and 
AIDS  are  moralistically  something  that’s 
just  not  talked  about.  Yet  every  one  of  these 
sons  of  bitches  had  better  wake  up  because 
they’re  going  to  have  to  minister  to  the 
families  in  their  churches... our  purpose  to¬ 
day  was  to  reach  people  of  color  who  are  not 
educated  and  aware,  but  to  do  so  we  need  to 
work  with  these  institutions.  And  where 
were  they?” 

An  Alameda  County  Health  Department 
employee  “speaking  as  an  average  citizen 
for  the  moment”  put  the  same  question  to 
local  political  leaders.  “Where  was  Weidner 
[a  new  county  supervisor]  when  he  kept 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health 
(GLH),  which  opened  its  doors  in  August  as 
an  outpatient  mental  health  and  substance 
abuse  counseling  agency  specializing  in 
substance  abuse  among  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  announced  April  4  that  the  facility  had 
closed,  effective  March  31.  GLH  cited 
financial  difficulties  as  the  reason  for  its  in¬ 
ability  to  continue  operating.  Plans  are  in 
the  works,  however,  for  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  services  GLH  once  provided. 

“It  all  happened  in  a  matter  of  about  two 
days,”  said  Mitch  Finnegan,  GLH’s  execu¬ 
tive  director,  of  the  sudden  decision  to  close. 
According  to  Finnegan,  a  review  of  GLH’s 
financial  records  began  in  January,  shortly 
after  he  took  the  executive  director  position. 
On  March  28,  said  Finnegan,  “We  finally 
had  all  the  numbers  in  front  of  us,  and  we 
decided  we  would  need  help  to  stay  open.” 
Finnegan  told  GCN  that  after  calling  in 
private  management  consultants  and 
soliciting  the  support  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Health’s  Division  of 
Substance  Abuse  Services  (DSAS),  the 
Board  of  Directors  met  March  30  and  decid- 


three  PWAs  waiting  in  his  office?  Along  the 
same  lines,  where  was  Lionel  [Wilson,  the 
mayor  of  Oakland]?  We  have  yet  to  hear  a 
single  thing  from  him  in  regard  to  AIDS  in 
this  city.”  Chris  Sandoval,  chair  of  the  S.F. 
Latino  Coalition  on  AIDS,  reiterated  the  de¬ 
mand  for  accountability  when  he  told  a 
story  of  “sitting  by  the  side  of  this  mother 
and  grandmother  of  a  Latino  who  had  died 
of  AIDS;  we  were  sitting  once  again  in  one 
of  the  churches  in  the  Mission  and  the 
abuelita,  the  grandmother,  said  ‘Mi  hijo, 
una  vez  mas,  por  favor,  digame  “abuelita.” 
And  what  she  was  saying  was  ‘One  more 
time,  son,  call  me  “grandmother”  one  more 
time.’  ”  I  saw  the  pain  in  that  woman’s  heart 
as  she  was  saying  goodbye  to  her  grandson;  I 
cannot  paint  that  picture....  For  the  people 
of  color  who  sit  in  high  positions,  it’s  time  to 
get  off  your  ass,  and  you  listen  to  your  peo¬ 
ple,  and  you  realize  there’s  an  epidemic  and 
begin  to  exert  some  leadership.” 

As  a  visibility  effort,  “People  of  Color 
Mobilizing  Against  AIDS”  was  a  resound¬ 
ing  success.  The  Oakland  City  Council 
agreed  to  pass  an  official  resolution  declar¬ 
ing  April  1-8  “AIDS  and  People  of  Color 
Awareness  Week.”  The  National  Conference 
of  Black  Mayors  endorsed  the  march,  and 
has  put  AIDS  high  on  its  agenda.  Main¬ 
stream  media  coverage  exceeded  (admitted¬ 
ly  low)  expectations.  All  four  local  TV  sta¬ 
tions  carried  the  story,  two  with  sympathetic 
two-minute  features.  The  Sunday  Oakland 
Tribune  featured  the  march  on  the  front 
page  of  the  local  news. 

Beyond  visibility,  the  march  opened 
possibilities  but  did  not  dictate  specific 
courses  of  action.  One  next  step,  suggested 
gay  Jackson  delegate  Albert  Lucero,  would 
be  “events  like  these  with  a  bigger  picture  of 
how  we  could  directly  impact  whatever  body 
we  want  to  lobby,  be  it  the  mayors  or  the 
Congressional  Black  Caucus,  events  with  a 
more  concrete  agenda  of  things  we  need  to 
advance.”  □ 


ed  the  situation  was  so  severe  that  GLH 
should  close  immediately. 

Finnegan  further  explained  that  “the 
Board  of  Directors  ...  judged  that  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  continue  our  services  would  not  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  our  clients  or  the  com¬ 
munity.”  He  added,  “We  want  services  to 
be  continued  with  as  little  disruption  as 
[possible].”  At  this  point,  said  Finnegan, 
clients  are  being  contacted  by  phone  and  will 
be  sent  a  follow-up  letter  to  list  referral  ser¬ 
vices. 

In  addition,  the  DSAS  has  approached 
FCHC  to  take  over  the  $125,000  contract  it 
granted  to  GLH  in  June  of  last  year.  The 
funds  provide  for  individual  and  group 
therapy  and  for  referral  of  clients  to  detox¬ 
ification  facilities,  halfway  houses,  and 
rehabilitation  programs. 

FCHC  has  been  providing  mental  health 
and  medical  services  to  residents  of  the  Fen¬ 
way  neighborhood  and  the  Greater  Boston 
area  and  to  members  of  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  since  1971.  Current  FCHC 
counseling  programs  include  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Helpline;  the  Victim  Recovery  Pro- 
Continued  on  page  12 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
closes 

Boston  counseling  service  organization  succumbs  to 
financial  woes 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Join  the  GCN  Challenge! 


With  the  support  of  our  readers,  GCN  is  on  its  way 
to  meeting  its  $50,000  fundraising  goal  by  May  1989. 

Dollar  for  dollar,  every  donation  received  before 
May  will  be  matched  by  a  small  group  of  anonymous 
donors,  until  we  reach  the  grand  total  of  $50,000.  So 
far,  our  readers  have  contibuted  $2900,  which  is 
worth  $5800  to  GCN  because  of  our  matching 
challenge. 

With  a  new  infusion  of  cash,  GCN  hopes  to  bring 
more  pages  of  a  better  GCN  to  more  readers  in  more 
cities  and  towns  across  the  United  States,  primarily 
through  a  major  promotional  subscription  campaign. 

Now  more  than  ever  is  the  time  to  contribute  to 
GCN.  Please  send  your  donations  to  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Checks  made  out 
to  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  or  GCN 
are  tax  deductible. 


gay 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


Ian  Johnson  memorial 

Ian  Johnson,  one  of  GCN’s  founders,  will  be 
honored  in  a  future  issue  of  GCN  (see  obituary  in 
last  week’s  GCN).  If  you  have  a  memory,  a  feeling 
or  a  fact  you  would  like  to  share,  please  submit  to 
Marion  E.  Tholander,  P.O.  Box  803,  Billerica,  MA 
01865.  Any  and  all  input  is  welcome. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Two  takes  on  lesbian  and  gay 
relations 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  the  “Speaking 
Out”  pieces  in  your  March  5-11,  1989  issue 
written  by  Jennifer  Hertz  and  T.J.  An¬ 
thony.  These  articles  reinforce  two  basic 
rules  which  I  try  to  follow.  One,  never  write 
an  article  which  is  purely  motivated  by 
anger  and  hurt  because  it  either  could 
misrepresent  your  thoughts  or  expose  your 
actual  lack  of  thought.  Two,  the  key  to  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  future  centers  around  well- 
structured  and  deliberate  coalition-building 
across  some  traditional  barriers  in  our  socie¬ 
ty. 

My  response  to  Ms.  Hertz’s  article  is 
shame.  It  shames  me  to  see  lesbians  using 
what  amounts  to  extortion  against  gay  men 
by  calling  for  them  to  “pay  back”  lesbian 
energy  directed  toward  educating  people 
about  and  caring  for  those  affected  by 
AIDS.  Although  not  explicitly  stated,  the 


alleged  “gay  male  issues”  to  which  Ms. 
Hertz  refers  in  her  article  can  only  mean 
AIDS  —  why  she  can  only  allude  to  it  is 
another  issue  in  itself. 

It  has  taken  years,  but  now  even  the 
federal  government  no  longer  talks  about 
AIDS  in  terms  of  a  purely  gay  male  or  IV- 
drug  user  problem.  Why  does  it  take  longer 
for  some  lesbians  to  realize  that  AIDS  mat¬ 
ters  to  everyone  and  has  disproportionately 
affected  the  marginalized  and  overlapping 
communities  of  people  of  color,  IV-drug 
users,  the  poor,  women  of  color  and  gay 
men? 

What  concerns  me  even  more  is  that  Ms. 
Hertz  seems  to  be  operating  from  the 
mistaken  assumption  that  AIDS  not  only  af¬ 
fects  specific  categories  of  people  rather 
than  affecting  those  who  engage  in  risky 
behavior.  Furthermore,  I  gather  from  the 
subtext  of  her  article  that  because  she 
doesn’t  happen  to  fall  within  one  of  these 
groups,  she  hasn’t  been  a  drain  on  anyone’s 
energy  or  tax  dollars.  Now  it  sounds  like 
she’s  speaking  from  the  position  of  misin¬ 
formed  privilege. 

Whatever  strategy  eventually  is  developed 
in  the  aftermath  of  this  tragedy  [the  demise 
of  the  only  lesbian  bar  in  Boston],  I  hope  it 
would  be  more  constructive  than  that  being 
proposed  by  Ms.  Hertz.  I  also  hope  that  Ms. 
Hertz  honestly  reconsiders  the  logic  of  what 
she  has  written.  She  has  established  a 
dialogue  where  “gay  boys”  are  to  blame  for 
the  destruction  of  the  lesbian  bar  and  dykes 
should  tell  them  so.  I  guess  this  means  that  I 
can  believe  that  the  arsonist  would  never 
have  bothered  the  dykes  as  long  as  the 
bathhouse  was  never  there.  By  this  logic,  we 
can  start  deluding  ourselves  that  lesbians  are 
never  the  targets  of  assault  since  we  don’t 
offend  people  like  gay  men  seem  to. 

Second,  I  wish  to  commend  T.J.  An¬ 
thony’s  call  for  coalition  work  between  gay 
and  bisexual  men  and  all  women  for  the  war 
against  the  criminalization  of  abortion.  In 
addition  to  educating  gay  and  bisexual  men 
about  the  commonality  of  interests  with 
women,  it  also  restated  why  women  must  be 
outraged  whenever  the  law  starts  coming 
down  heavily  against  gay  and  bisexual  men. 
I  was  not  a  lesbian  when  it  was  much  more 
dangerous  to  be  queer,  so  it  is  important  for 
me  to  read  and  hear  from  a  variety  of 
sources  what  it  used  to  be  like  and  why  I  can¬ 
not  let  what  I  now  may  take  for  granted  be 
eroded  by  the  new,  reactionary  political 
agenda  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Anthony’s  article  is  particularly 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


significant  as  an  organizing  tool  across 
generations,  and  between  gay  and  bisexual, 
men  and  women.  I  hope  we  take  his  argu¬ 
ment  to  heart  and  include  it  within  a  larger, 
more  encompassing  strategy.  There  is  a  bat¬ 
tle  in  our  future  against  people  who  would 
prefer  that  many  un-simplifying  things 
would  simply  go  away.  Some  of  those  peo¬ 
ple  are  within  our  communities  and  some  of 
them  are  much  easier  to  root  out  because 
they  want  absolutelty  nothing  to  do  with  us. 
We  need  to  get  to  work. 

■  Lori  Lee 

Ithaca,  N.Y. 

Gay  in  prison:  some  of  the 
details 


I’m  not  so  sure.  I  think  anger  is  as  much  a 
sign  of  how  much  we’ve  been  hurt  as  are 
fear  and  terror;  of  how  lonely  we  are. 

1  became  frightfully  aware  of  my 
loneliness  in  a  motel  room  early  one  morn¬ 
ing  when  1  was  preparing  to  check  out.  I 
stood  by  the  window,  staring  out  across  the 
landscape,  lost  in  thought.  My  life  had  been 
a  series  of  motel  rooms  and  railroad  sta¬ 
tions.  I  have  learned  a  long  time  ago  that 
anything  you  expect  to  get  out  of  life  you 
have  to  go  out  and  fight  for. 

If  it  meant  coming  up  on  middle-age 
without  a  family  or  close  friends,  then  that 
was  the  way  it  had  to  be.  I’m  still  around  to 
enjoy  even  such  an  unenjoyable  thing  as 
loneliness.  I  suppose  that,  too,  is  a  form  of 
success. 


Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  write  your  readers  of  how 
homosexuals  are  discriminated  against  and 
abused  here.  First  off,  there  is  a  rule  here 
that  no  prisoner  can  visit  with  another  in  his 
cell  to  talk,  watch  TV  etc.  However  the  only 
people  the  guards  enforce  this  rule  on  are 
homosexuals  in  the  single  cell  blocks.  This 
(loneliness)  is  how  they  force  us  to  move  out 
of  the  single  cell  blocks  into  double  cell 
blocks  where  we  are  verbally  abused, 
assaulted,  pressured  and  passed  around  like 
no  more  than  sex  toys.  Everyone  else  in  the 
single  cell  blocks,  where  there  are  half  as 
many  prisoners,  safer,  less  rapes,  assaults, 
quieter,  etc.  are  allowed  to  visit  with  each 
other.  Upstairs  in  the  doubles  it  is  noisy, 
overcrowded,  lots  of  robberies  and  threats, 
and  where  we  are  made  to  lose  self-esteem 
and  hate  ourselves.  So  for  homosexuals  here 
it’s  either  a  life  of  solitude  in  a  single  cell 
with  no  one  to  talk  to  or  else  a  brainwashing 
(to  think  less  of  ourselves)  in  a  double  cell 
block.  No  wonder  in  prison  so  many  turn  to 
cutting  themselves  with  razors,  because  they 
make  us  hate  ourselves. 

Second  off,  when  homosexuals  arrive  at 
the  prison  we  are  put  into  double  cells  with 
inmates  who  often  have  records  of  harassing 
and  hurting  homosexuals.  There  is  no  caring 
of  who  you’re  being  locked  in  with. 

Third  off,  no  action  is  hardly  ever  taken 
by  the  administration  against  anyone  for 
raping  a  homosexual.  If  it’s  even  reported 
the  homosexual  is  locked  up  in  isolation  (for 
“protection”  while  the  rapist  is  left  out  in  the 
general  population  with  his  friends.  I  know 
this  from  personal  experience. 

Fourth  off,  on  top  of  all  this,  homosex¬ 
uals  are  physically  harassed  by  guards  who 
during  “routine  searches”  feel  them  on 
their  behind  parts  and  verbally  abuse  them 
“bitches”  etc.)  when  it  is  actually  their  job 
to  protect  us  from  abuse. 

Fifthly,  homosexuals  (and  the  rest)  are 
not  provided  with  enough  information 
about  AIDS. 

Thank  you  for  taking  time  and  reading 
this.  If  you  have  some  helpful  addresses  or 
other  info,  please  mail  them  to  me. 

Thanks, 
Jimmy  Lee  Phillips 
132342 

_  PO  Box  430 

■  Dillwyn,  VA  23936 

Pre-op  TS  speaks  out 

Dear  GCN: 

Terror  entered  my  life  years  before  I 
recognized  the  fact  that  I  was  Gay.  It  has 
been  my  constant  companion  since  the  mo¬ 
ment  I  realized  I  was  different  from  the 
other  boys.  And  it  has  remained  a  more  or 
less  permanent  feature  of  my  consciousness 
ever  since. 

Fear,  as  a  pre-teen,  of  being  shut-out 
from  the  activities  in  which  other  children 
were  participating.  Fear,  as  a  teenager,  that 
I  would  be  arrested,  blackmailed,  or  in  some 
way  publicly  humiliated  or  exposed:  “He 
sucks  cock.”  “That  is  really  a  guy  in  that 
dress.”  Fear  in  the  Army,  that  I  would  be 
kicked  out  in  disgrace. 

Despite  the  fact  that  I  have  been  publicly 
visible  for  the  past  25  years  (since  I  was  12),  I 
still  experience  fear  when  I  come  out  in  new 
situations,  or  when  I  take  the  time  to  notice 
just  how  visible  I  am. 

Where  would  I  be  if  I  let  fear  and  terror 
serve  as  my  guide  for  action?  How  much 
progress  could  I  make  with  my  life,  my 
hopes  and  dreams,  if  I  let  my  life  be  numbed 
by  the  fear  that  a  violently  oppressive  socie¬ 
ty  generates? 

Anger  is  one  response.  At  first  glance, 
anger  appears  different  from  fear.  It’s 
“healthy.”  It’s  not  based  on  victimization, 
but  is  a  sign  of  life,  strength  and  determina¬ 
tion  to  fight  back — right? 


Sincerely, 
Connie  Johnson 
San  Juan  43564 
Box  3300 
Goodyear,  AZ  85338 

Cops  hungry 
for  a  riot 

By  T.L. 

It  was  early  evening,  October  11,  1987,  in 
Washington,  D.C.  The  March  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  rights  was  over.  The  D.C.  Park 
police  had  just  ended  the  rally  by  cutting  the 
power  to  the  stage  (at  exactly  6  p.m.)  even 
though  there  were  speakers  and  performers 
who  had  yet  to  impart  their  message  to  the 
crowd  of  over  half  a  million  people.  (A  love¬ 
ly  gesture  on  the  part  of  the  police!) 

Some  of  us  stayed  on,  not  wanting  to  let 
go  of  the  feelings  of  love  and  community 
that  had  pervaded  the  events  of  the  weekend 
and  the  March.  But  it  was  getting  dark,  we 
were  tired  and  hungry,  the  power  had  been 
cut,  and  so  we  began  to  walk  across  the  mall 
to  the  Metro. 

There  were  about  150  to  200  of  us  walking 
together,  dancing,  singing,  talking,  feeling 
so  high.  A  marching  band  drummed  as  a 
handsome  group  of  drum  majors  entertain¬ 
ed  the  moving  crowd.  It  was  just  so  sweet,  so 
loving,  so  playful,  so  gay! 

Then  suddenly,  we  were  surrounded  by 
cops  —  about  20  on  either  side  of  the  mall. 
One  group  was  on  horseback,  the  other 
group  on  motorcycles.  Dressed  in  riot  gear 
and  riot  helmets,  their  hands  were  on  their 
clubs,  hungry  for  a  violent  confrontation 
with  the  queers.  We  became  quiet,  nervous 
angry,  tense.  But  we  did  not  engage  with  the 
police  verbally  or  physically.  Instead,  the 
drummers  began  to  drum,  the  majors  twirl¬ 
ed  their  batons,  and  we  walked  and  danced 
and  sang  our  way  between  the  lines  of  cops 
and  on  to  the  Metro.  The  cops  seemed 
disappointed. 

What  did  the  cops  want?  Why  did  they 
surround  us?  We  were  just  leaving  the  rally, 
walking  away  from  the  most  amazingly  lov¬ 
ing  and  peaceful  event  in  this  nation’s 
history.  Walking  peacefully,  playfully.... 

Obviously,  it  was  harassment.  They 
wanted  us  to  fight.  They  wanted  to  be  able 
to  say  “See,  these  queers  are  violent, 
dangerous,  militant.  They  started  a  riot.” 
Well,  we  didn’t  fight  back.  And  we  did  not 
start  a  riot.  But  we  are  militant.  We  are  mili¬ 
tant  lovers,  militant  about  loving  ourselves 
and  each  other.  And  that  threatens  the 
status  quo.  And  when  the  status  quo  is 
threatened,  the  “powers  that  be”  try  to  sub¬ 
due  us  with  violence.  But  their  power-over 
mentality  doesn’t  work  on  people  who  are 
self-empowered.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
become  self-empowered.  The  March  on 
Washington  proved  that.  Our  response  to 
the  cops  proved  that.  We  will  not  be  disem- 
powered.  Violence  cannot  conquer  love! 


Correction 


The  photograph  of  San  Francisco’s  International 
Women's  Day  march  which  appeared  on  last  week's 
newsnote  page  should  be  credited  to  Rick  Gerhar- 
ter.  We  apologize  for  this  oversight. 


Police  cruisers  smash 
queers 

By  The  United  Fruit  Company  Affinity 
Group 


Dear  Friend: 

My  sisters  from  the  United  Fruit  Com¬ 
pany  and  1  were  on  our  way  home  from  the 
AIDS  actions  in  D.C.  last  October,  still 
coming  down  from  the  civil  disobedience 
that  morning  at  the  FDA  [Food  and  Drug 
Administration],  We  stopped  at  the  Vince 
Lombardi  Service  Area  on  the  New  Jersey 
Turnpike  for  gas  and  a  piss.  1  went  in  to  the 
restroom;  as  I  was  washing  my  hands  to 
leave,  I  saw  two  men  cruising  me  in  the  mir¬ 
ror.  Both  were  good-looking  —  in  their 
twenties,  short  dark  hair,  jeans,  flannel 
shirts,  work  boots.  One  was  standing  at  the 
urinal  beating  off,  the  other  was  leaning 
back  against  the  wall  groping  himself  and 
moaning  at  me.  Wild!  I  went  up  to  the 
urinal;  the  one  against  the  wall  leaned  over 
trying  to  watch  me  take  my  cock  out,  and 
then  came  over  to  the  urinal  next  to  me. 

They  both  began  to  jack  off,  one  on  each 
side.  I  was  getting  turned  on.  But  it  was  all 
happening  too  quickly,  and  they  seemed  to 
be  hiding  their  cocks.  It  seemed  weird,  and 
anyway,  the  Fruits  were  waiting  for  me.  The 
two  of  them  stared  at  my  cock  as  I  buttoned 
my  jeans  and  turned  to  leave.  Out  of  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  my  eye  I  noticed  them  nod  to  each 
other.  “Oh,  shit!  Fag  bashers!”  I  thought 
—  I  knew  there’d  been  something  wrong.  As 
I  hurried  toward  the  door  they  hurried  after 
me.  “Sir.  Sir.  Sir!”  I  felt  a  hand  on  my 
shoulder.  “You’re  under  arrest.” 

What  is  it  that’s  illegal  here?  Public  sex? 
Is  this  really  a  law  against  pulling  out  one ’s 
penis  in  front  of  a  urinal?  We  found  out 
later,  many  of  the  men  who ’ve  been  arrested 
just  stayed  in  the  restroom  too  long.  A  t  least 
one  man  was  cruised  by  a  cop  outside  the 
restroom.  Anyone  who  doesn’t  run  away  at 
the  hint  of  public  sex  is  subject  to  arrest. 
This  is  a  a  law  against  being  gay. 

And  what  is  it  that  we  think  is  so  terribly 
wrong  about  sex  in  a  bathroom?  Consensual 
sex  between  gay  men  in  a  restroom  is 
criminal,  sexual  harassment  against  women 
on  the  street  is  business  as  usual.  What  is  go¬ 
ing  on  here? 

You  want  to  ask  these  cops,  “What  drew 
you  to  this  line  of  work?”  It’s  a  question 
worth  asking.  Here’s  another  one:  How 
many  men  make  their  living  as  queer 
bashers?  What  does  the  existence  of 
government-funded  queer  bashing  tell  us 

about  the  world  we  live  in? 

*  *  * 

Three  of  us  go  to  my  trial;  traffic  viola¬ 
tions  and  a  judge  making  bad  jokes.  Well, 
he’s  a  jerk,  but  maybe  he  won’t  be  too  bad 
with  the  sex  cases. 

Guess  again. 

“I  see  this  happened  at  the  Vince  Lom¬ 
bardi  Service  Area.  We’ve  had  over  400 
cases  out  of  that  one  men’s  room.”  And  the 
three  of  us  realize  this  judge  knows  it’s  en¬ 
trapment,  and  is  happy  to  go  along  with  it. 

“It  gets  to  the  point  where  normal  people 
can’t  use  the  restroom.”  Who’s  going  to 
believe  he  actually  said  that? 

Seven  men  arraigned  that  night.  “Do  you 
have  children?  Well,  then,  do  you  have 
nieces  or  nephews?  How  would  you  feel  if 
your  nephew  saw  what  happened  in  that 
men’s  room?” 

And  how  do  we  answer?  How  do  we 
answer  this  judge  accusing  us  of  what  we’ve 
always  been  taught  was  shameful?  How  do 
we  answer  this  judge  who  could  put  us  in  the 
Bergen  County  Jail  for  six  months?  How  do 
we  answer  when  we  know  we’ve  done 
nothing  wrong? 

Some  mouth  the  words  the  judge  wants  to 
hear,  some  on  the  verge  of  tears.  And  most 
both  at  once. 

We,  men  arrested  in  a  bathroom  for 
public  lewdness,  came  from  Massachusetts 
and  Missouri  and  Virginia  that  night, 
threatened  with  jail.  For  some  of  us,  our 
jobs  were  at  stake,  for  some  our  lovers,  for 
some  our  wives.  How  many  had  friends  to 
go  with  them,  a  community  to  support 
them?  This  is  something  men  kill  themselves 
over. 

Who  is  expendable?  Whom  do  we  write 
off?  When  is  it  our  turn? 


P.S.  We  sent  out  this  letter  in  December  an¬ 
nouncing  a  benefit  party  for  our  legal  ex¬ 
penses.  The  number  arrested  is  now  over  600 
—  at  $805  a  whack.  New  Jersey  has  made 
half-a-million  dollars  arresting  gay  men. 
Spread  (he  word  about  the  Vince  Lombardi 
Service  Area. 

The  benefit  party  was  crowded,  loud,  and 
a  lot  of  fun.  The  decor  was  '80s  restroom: 
the  dance  floor  had  a  simulated  tearoom  tile 
wall  that  people  filled  with  graffiti.  At  mid¬ 
night  two  of  us  did  a  safe-sex  drag  tap 
number,  and  then  we  all  told  the  story. 
Comments  were  flying  —  the  crowd  was  in 
Boston  form:  pissed  off,  vocal,  very  witty, 
very  supportive;  women  and  men  trading 
beautifully  timed  raunchy  jokes  and  crack¬ 
ing  each  other  up.  Standing  in  that  small 
room,  a  hundred  lesbians  and  gay  men 
listening  and  commenting,  outraged  and 
loving  —  Wild!  Many  of  us  left  that  night 
ready  to  shut  down  the  New  Jersey  Turn¬ 
pike.  (Watch  these  pages!) 

We  also  left  that  night  with  a  renewed 
sense  of  how  wonderful  the  Boston  queer 
community  is  —  a  sense  that  we  really  are  a 
community.  The  seven  of  us  have  sometimes 
taken  it  for  granted,  but  that  community  is 
crucial  to  the  kind  of  life  we  want  to  have. 
There  was  such  joy  and  power  in  speaking 
the  truth,  knowing  that  we  stand  together 
with  many  other  men  and  women,  saying 
this  is  about  sex  and  queer  bashing  —  not 
our  own  dirty  little  secret  —  and  that  sex  is 
good  and  queer  bashing  is  bad. 

So  thank  you:  we’ve  raised  enough  money 
to  pay  all  our  expenses.  A  nd  more  than  that, 
thank  you  to  a  community  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  working  together  (and  thanks  to 
GCN  for  helping  that),  to  a  community  that 
believes  we  are  all  worth  fighting  for,  worth 
working  for,  worth  loving. 

Jon  Autiello,  Bruce  Goldstein,  Jeremy 
Grainger,  Stephen  Harrington,  Abe 
Rybeck,  Danny  Schultz,  Read  Weaver 
United  Fruit  Company 
Boston,  Mass. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


GCN  Job  Opening 

Art  Director 


Available  late  June.  Maintain  overall  design  of 
the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and  proof¬ 
reading  functions  on  production  night.  Design 
centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists),  weekly  display  adver¬ 
tisements,  as  well  as  promotional  materials, 
pamphlets,  etc.  Oversee  calendar  coordina¬ 
tion. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production  and 
printing  techniques,  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  eligibility  for  ADW 
Workers  Trust  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave  and  four  weeks 
annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  ror  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 
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JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohassei,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 


Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
ol  single  items  or  entire  estates 


COUSSH  l\'G 
I  OR  HOW  S' 
Individual,  Couple 
and  (iroup 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(6171353-1500 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 

HEALTH  (RENTER 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women 's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail.,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


^  k 


TRIANGLE  THEATER  PRESENTS 


By  Susan  Dana  Lawrence 

THE  BUDDY  SYSTEM 

Directed  By  Steve  O'Donnell 

MARCH  30,  31  AND  APRIL  1,  6,  7, 

8,  13,  14,  15,  20,  21,  22 


58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8:00  p.m. 
For  Tickets  Purchase 
a  t  B  o  s  t  i  x  Or 
®  TELETHON*  7,2  0  -  3  4  3  4 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20' 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


491-4110 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


TIMOTHY  M.  GRANT 

Februaiy  2,  1953  -  April  4,  1989 

Pate  Poste  Adcards,  Inc. 
honors  the  memory  and  contributions 
of  our  former  colleague, 
a  co-founder  of  Pate  Poste, 
a  talented  photographer, 
and  an  important 
member  of  the 

Boston  arts  community. 

John  B.  Chittick 

President 

AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


Join  health  &  human  service  providers,  People  with  AIDS  and 
those  whose  lives  have  been  affected  by  the  HIV  epidemic  for 


MASSACHUSETTS 
AIDS  AWARENESS 

DAY 


educate  people  who  make  the  laws  and  pass  the  budgets  about 
the  impact  AIDS  is  having  in  our  community  and  on  our  ability  to 
provide  services  to  those  in  need 


APRIL  18TH 

•  briefing  on  pending  bills 

9  am 

•  meet  with  elected  officials 

10  am  to  noon 


NOON  RALLY  FOR  AIDS  PREVENTION  &  TREATMENT 

meet  at  the  State  House  or  call  732-0885  for  more  information 
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STRUGGLE 

<z*td 

HOPE 


THE  PWA  JOURNALS 


With  this  issue,  GCN  begins  an  on-going  series  on  the 
lives  of  people  with  AIDS,  people  with  ARC,  and  people 
who  have  tested  positive  for  HIV.  We  welcome  all  con¬ 
tributions;  articles  can  be  just  a  few  thoughts,  can  be 
poems,  journal  entries,  photographs,  song  lyrics,  letters, 
essays  —  anything  at  all.  We  will  gladly  interview  anyone 
who’d  like  to  be  in  the  series,  but  doesn’t  feel  like  writing. 
Contributors  can  use  pseudonyms  if  that  feels  more  com¬ 
fortable.  For  more  information,  call  or  write  Stephanie 
Poggi  at  GCN. 


Wendy  Bennet-Alder 

Pm  slowly  getting  to  the 
anger 

An  interview  with  Wendy  Bennet-Alder 


By  Eileen  Bolinsky 

endy  Bennet-Alder  is  a  40-year  old 
lesbian  living  in  the  Boston  area. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  grown 
children  and  a  grandmother.  A  recovering 
drug  addict  and  alcoholic,  Wendy  used  IV 
drugs  (mostly  cocaine)  for  nine  months, 
about  five  years  ago.  Two  years  ago,  Wendy 
found  out  that  she  was  HIV  positive  and 
shortly  thereafter  was  diagnosed  with  ARC. 
She  spoke  with  Eileen  Bolinsky  about  how 
having  ARC  has  affected  her  life. 

Eileen:  How  did  you  find  out  that  you  were 
HIV  positive? 

Wendy:  About  two  years  ago  I  had  been  feel¬ 
ing  tired  and  draggy  for  about  six  months.  I 
went  to  find  out  what  was  going  on.  They 


told  me  I  had  Epstein-Barr.  I  knew  I  had 
herpes  and  I  had  been  an  intravenous  drug 
user.  I  decided  I’d  take  the  HIV  test.  And  it 
came  back  positive.  I  was  kind  of  not  sur¬ 
prised  because  of  where  I’d  been  and  I  knew 
that  my  health  had  been  pretty  bad  at  times. 

Eileen:  Had  you  heard  about  AIDS  when 
you  were  shooting? 

Wendy:  Probably  I  had  heard  a  little  but 
nobody  knew  much  about  it.  This  was  five 
and  a  half  years  ago  in  New  York  City.  I  was  in 
a  lesbian  relationship  but  nobody  was  talk¬ 
ing  about  lesbians  or  IV  drug  users  getting 
AIDS;  it  was  all  the  gay  men  who  were  get¬ 
ting  it.  So  I  wasn’t  worried.  I  wasn’t  think- 
Continued  on  centerspread 


Phill  Wilson 


Having  a  say  in  my  life 

An  interview  with  Phill  Wilson 


By  Chris  Bull 

hill  Wilson,  32,  has  been  living  with 
ARC  since  1987.  His  lover,  Chris,  a 
writer  for  the  Los  Angeles  lesbian /gay 
weekly  The  News,  was  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
the  same  year.  Shortly  after  his  lover’s 
diagnosis,  Wilson  helped  found  Stop  AIDS 
Los  Angeles,  the  largest  AIDS  organization 
in  southern  California,  and  became  their 
first  director  of  outreach.  He  has  also  work¬ 
ed  extensively  with  the  Los  Angeles  Minori¬ 
ty  AIDS  Project  and  started  the  National 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  which  had  its  second  annual  meeting 
in  February. 

Last  December,  the  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
Prevention  was  awarded  a  $200, 000  grant  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  to  do 
AIDS  education  targeted  at  the  Black  gay 
male  community.  As  part  of  this  program, 
Wilson  has  traveled  around  the  country 
training  local  BWMT  members  to  conduct 
“Hot,  Horny  and  Healthy’’  safer  sex 
workshops.  He  is  known  for  his  provocative 
techniques,  which  often  include  put-the- 
condom-on-the-dildo  races  and  safer  sex 
“true  confessions.  ” 

Wilson  told  GCN  that  ARC  has  not  slow¬ 
ed  him  down  much,  and  that  so  far  he  has 
avoided  hospitalization.  He  said  he  is  enroll¬ 
ed  in  the  Salk  HIV  study,  which  vaccinates 
PWAs  with  small  amounts  of  HIV  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  boost  the  immune  system.  He  also 
said  he  avoids  red  meat  and  " usually ” 
doesn ’t  eat  sugar. 

Chris:  How  did  you  first  get  involved  in 
AIDS  work? 

Phill:  Like  most  of  us,  I  got  involved  by  acci¬ 
dent.  In  1981,1  was  living  in  Chicago  and  we 
had  a  friend  who  was  getting  sick.  No  one 
really  knew  what  was  going  on  —  particular¬ 
ly  in  the  Midwest.  And  he  got  sicker  and 
sicker  and  nobody  knew  what  was  going  on. 
It  was  a  really  bizarre  experience.  Bizarre  in 
the  context  that  we  knew  him  because  we 
were  on  a  gay  softball  team  together  and  we 
were  all  really  interested  in  health  and  exer¬ 
cising.  For  him  to  get  sick  was  really  a  shock 
for  everyone  who  knew  him. 

Around  the  same  time,  we  had  a  gay 
physician  who  started  talking  about  swollen 
lymph  nodes  and  this  thing  called  GRID  — 


Gay  Related  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome. 
He  did  lymph  node  biopsies  of  both  my 
lover,  Chris,  and  I.  It  was  stupid  for  us  to  do 
because  at  the  time  all  he  could  tell  us  was 
that  your  lymph  nodes  seemed  different.  So 
we  said  fine,  and  let  it  go  at  that.  We  never 
even  bothered  with  the  results.  We  didn’t 
think  it  was  a  big  deal  because  we  didn’t  fit 
the  profile  of  people  with  GRID.  You  know, 
the  “sexual  athlete”  type.  So  we  didn’t 
worry  about  it.  Then  we  moved  to  Los 
Angeles  in  1982. 

We  opened  a  business  there  and  were  go¬ 
ing  to  meetings  now  and  then.  We  owned  a 
company  called  Black  Is  More  Than 
Beautiful,  a  giftware  company.  We  produc¬ 
ed  calendars  and  gift  cards  and  things  like 
that.  And  so  we  were  doing  our  business  and 
really  on  the  periphery  of  what  was  going 
on.  In  the  spring  of  ’83,  Chris  and  I  both 
started  to  get  more  involved.  But  we  really 
didn’t  have  a  passion  about  the  epidemic. 
We  would  make  contributions.  And  then  in 
1985,  I  began  to  read  and  talk  more  about 
AIDS  and  began  to  wonder  why  no  one  ever 
talked  about  Black  people  and  AIDS.  And 
around  that  time  I  met  Reverend  Carl  Bean 
who  was  just  then  beginning  the  Minority 
AIDS  Project  in  Los  Angeles.  I  invited  him 
to  my  house  and  we  had  dinner  and  talked 
and  I  basically  decided  that  either  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  participate  in  the  solution  or  I  was 
part  of  the  problem.  And  so  I  started  the 
speakers  bureau  at  the  Minority  AIDS  Pro¬ 
ject.  I  talked  to  Black  churches  and  provid¬ 
ed  them  with  AIDS  information  in  a  Black 
context. 

In  ’86,  Proposition  64  happened  in 
California  —  the  AIDS  quarantine  in¬ 
itiative.  I  got  very  involved  in  the  state-wide 
campaign.  It  was  at  that  point  that  I  really 
began  to  find  out  about  the  scope  of  the 
AIDS  epidemic  in  the  Black  and  Latino 
community  and  I  challenged  the  CDC  about 
bias  in  reporting.  Black  people  and  other 
people  of  color  were  under-represented  in 
the  statistics.  Back  then,  you  really  couldn’t 
tell  that  Black  people  were  getting  AIDS.  So 
finally,  we  got  statistics  to  really  focus  on 
the  fact  that  Blacks  and  Latinos  were 
disproportionately  affected  by  the 
epidemic.  Around  this  time,  Chris  and  I 
were  struggling  with  focusing  on  activism 


Continued  on  page  10 
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Richard  Tremblay  and  Dwight  McGhee 


Two  days 

By  Richard  F.  Tremblay 

une  7,  1988.  The  sun’s  been  up  for 
awhile,  I  guess.  Jackhammers,  garbage 
trucks,  junkies  trying  to  sing  in  the  alley 
down  below.  No  sleep,  as  usual,  but  I  get 
a  “wake-up  call”  from  my  stomach:  I  reach 
for  the  Rubbermaid  wastebasket,  and  heave 
...  blood?  Been  used  to  seeing  that  yellow- 
green  bile  that  comes  when  your  guts  are 
always  empty. 

About  9:30  a.m.,  the  nurse  arrives  at  the 
apartment,  on  schedule.  Like  every  day  this 
hellish  summer,  someone  will  come  to  infuse 
me  for  four  hours  with  amphotericin,  a 
weed-killer  somewhat  effective  against  cryp- 
tococcal  meningitis.  My  every  cough  and 
puke  and  piss  will  be  recorded  on  nurse’s 
notes.  Just  hoping  to  get  through  this  treat¬ 
ment  without  a  chill  or  a  seizure.... 

But  today  is  different .  I  vomit  blood  twice 
more  before  she  arrives.  When  she  does,  she 
calls  an  ambulance.  Thirty  minutes  later,  I 
am  strapped  in  for  the  familiar  ride  to  the 
hospital.  1  carry  a  zip-loc  bag,  in  case.... 

In  the  emergency  room,  1  am  transferred 
to  a  gurney  bed.  The  same  exam  room  I  was 
in  three  weeks  before,  when,  after  eight 
hours  of  pokes,  prods,  cat  scans,  x-rays,  and 
spinal  taps,  we  discovered  the  cryptococcus 
organism.  Today,  I’ll  only  spend  six  hours 
on  the  gurney  bed;  the  high  point  will  be 
when  the  intern  inserts  a  tube  through  my 
nose  and  throat  into  my  stomach.  I  cannot 
describe  the  thrill  this  gives  me.  And  voila! 
the  contents  of  my  stomach:  the  familiar 
yellow-green  stuff.  But  no  blood. 

“Are  you  sure  it  was  blood  you  saw?”  the 
doctor  inquires. 

“I’m  absolutely  positive,  yes,”  I  reply. 

Everyone  seems  disappointed,  and  at  the 
same  time  unbelieving.  It  must  have  been 
my  imagination,  I  am  told.  So  now,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  headaches,  the  vertigo,  the 
nausea,  the  loss  of  appetite,  I  have  to  handle 
guilt.  Guilt  that  1  have  somehow  deceived 
these  people  in  a  most  shameful  way,  and 
taken  their  precious  time,  for  nothing.  Well, 
at  least  I  know  it’s  nothing  serious. 

When  the  nurse  tells  me  I  will  be  sent  back 
home,  I  don’t  know  whether  to  feel  relieved, 
or  disappointed.  Nevertheless,  it  will  be 
three  more  hours  before  the  ambulance 
finally  arrives  to  take  me  home. 

Meanwhile,  it  occurs  to  me  that  1  have  not 
been  able  to  get  my  daily  treatment  of  am¬ 
photericin.  I  ask  them  to  give  it  to  me  in  the 
emergency  room,  but  they  refuse.  My  home 
health  care  nurse  will  just  have  to  come  back 
to  my  apartment  later  that  evening  to  do  it. 

By  6:30  p.m.  I  am  carried  in  through  the 
lobby  of  my  building.  Going  up  the  three 
steps,  the  attendant  loses  his  grip,  and  1  go 
crashing  to  the  floor.  After  the  security 
guard  lets  me  in,  he  tells  me  about  what  it 
was  like  when  he  had  his  stroke.  1  listen,  and 
think,  this  is  the  first  person  to  talk  to  me 
like  1  was  a  human  being  today.  (In  six 


months,  this  76-year-old  man  will  die  in  a  car 
at  the  hands  of  a  drunk  driver.) 

The  nurse  arrives,  around  8  p.m.  She  has 
come  from  a  comfortable  home  on  the 
South  Shore,  on  an  impossibly  torrid  night, 
to  see  that  I  get  my  dose.  When  I  tell  her  how 
my  day  has  gone,  she  listens,  and  sighs.  It  is 
good  to  find  someone  who  doesn’t  think  I 
tried  to  lie  my  way  into  the  hospital. 

The  infusion  goes  well.  Shortly  after  11 
p.m.,  the  nurse  packs  up  her  enormous  bag 
of  medical  bric-a-brac.  She  is  nervous  about 
walking  to  her  car,  which  is  parked  in  a 
dimly-lighted  lot  that  is,  by  now,  almost 
empty,  except  for  a  few  vehicles  perhaps  be¬ 
ing  used  for  business  of  a  sexual  sort.  Con¬ 
doms  litter  the  blacktop.  Dwight  walks  with 
her  to  the  car.  He  returns,  hugs  me,  comes 
to  bed. 

Another  day  ends  in  Boston’s  Combat 
Zone. 

March  24,  1989.  The  calculator  alarm- 
clock  beeps  me  awake  at  7:00  a.m.  Dwight 
stirs,  goes  back  to  snoring.  At  9:10  a.m.  I 
jump  out  of  bed.  A  dark,  clammy  day.  The 
scale  says  I  weigh  127  pounds,  six  less  than 
this  time  last  year,  and  30  less  than  the  year 
before.  It  is  Holy  Week,  and,  like  a  good 
Catholic  school-boy,  I  have  developed  a 
routine:  sleepwalk  to  the  little  store 
downstairs  to  buy  a  Globe  and  some  half- 
and-half,  read  for  30  minutes,  meditate, 
then  wash  last  night’s  dishes  and  make  the 
coffee.  Dwight  will  want  to  sleep  late  today, 
so  I  microwave  some  sausage  and  fry  some 
eggs.  I  heat  up  the  bran  muffin,  and  drown 
it  in  butter.  I  eat  in  the  dark,  so  as  not  to 
wake  Dwight. 

The  daily  shower  is  the  most  treasured 
part  of  my  day.  Last  summer  I  went  three 
months  without  one:  it’s  kind  of  hard  to 
keep  yourself  clean  when  you’ve  got  a 
porto-catheter  and  bandages  protruding 
from  your  chest,  or  an  i.v.  implanted  in  your 
arm.  Washing  your  hair  is  just  about  im¬ 
possible.  Now  that  I  can  do  it,  I  luxuriate  in 
it.  Can’t  take  anything  for  granted, 
anymore. 

Now  I  can  even  shave.  As  of  last  week. 
Before  then,  I  had  to  take  medication  for  a 
blood  clot,  medication  which  thins  the 
blood:  you’ve  got  to  be  careful  not  to  bleed 
to  death  from  a  minor  cut.  I  got  the  blood 
clot  because  my  porto-catheter  got  infected 
with  staph,  and  had  to  be  removed.  That  lit¬ 
tle  detail  put  me  in  the  hospital  for  30  days, 
but  now  I  can  shave. 

Dwight  has  turned  the  radio  on.  WILD.  I 
finish  dressing,  and  alert  him  to  the  coffee 
and  muffin  in  the  refrigerator.  1  have  to  go 
up  to  the  church  near  Boston  City  Hospital, 
for  12  noon. 

The  Number  49  bus  (Dudley  via  Washing¬ 
ton  Street)  usually  comes  every  ten  minutes. 
Today  it  is  late.  I  stand  at  the  corner  of 
Essex  and  Washington,  entertained  by  three 
coke  heads  who  are  conducting  a  noisy  and 
melodramatic  fuss  up  and  down  the  street. 
The  woman  is  drinking  a  beer  and  cussing 
loudly.  One  of  the  men  is  loudly  lamenting 


the  loss  of  an  $800  check  which  he  wants  us, 
the  Greek  chorus  of  citizens,  to  know  has 
been  spent  by  the  woman  on  the  other  man. 
He  throws  books  of  matches  at  the  woman, 
spits  menacingly,  and  calls  the  man  a  faggot 
and  a  homo.  Just  in  case  we  weren’t  paying 
attention,  he  fixes  his  gaze  on  a  young 
Chinese  woman  waiting  for  the  bus,  and 
cusses  her  out:  “I  saw  you  looking  at  me!” 
What  would  Louise  Hay  make  of  all  this? 

The  bus  ride  is  uneventful.  On  a  bus  as 
crowded  as  the  49,  it’s  not  unusual  to  get 
kicked,  or  accidentally  bopped  upside  the 
head,  or  momentarily  distracted  by  the 
claim  of  the  person  sitting  in  back  of  you  to 
have  a  magnum  .357  in  his  Tello’s  bag.  The 
route  zigs  and  zags  through  the  garment 
district,  the  leather  district,  Chinatown  and 
South  Cove.  The  bus  finally  drops  me  off, 
30  minutes  after  I  started  waiting  for  its  ar¬ 
rival,  at  Franklin  Square  Park  in  the  South 
End.  A  sense  of  peacefulness  exists  in  this 
place.  Maybe  it’s  the  flock  of  seagulls  that 
always  likes  to  sit  on  the  grass  under  the 
towering  oak  trees  by  the  St.  Elsewhere 
building  where  the  old  folks  live.  Or  the 
groups  of  two  or  three  who  sit  quietly 
on  the  benches,  maybe  sneaking  a  joint 
when  the  undercover  cops  aren’t  around. 
Some  days  I  just  like  to  sit  there,  and 
breathe,  and  be  glad  that,  after  20  months 
with  AIDS,  air  still  circulates  through  my 
body.  I’m  still  around,  and  I  didn’t  think  I 
would  be. 

In  chapel,  I  am  transfixed  by  the  stained- 
glass  windows.  Perhaps,  one  day,  a  bunch 
of  people  who  knew  and  loved  me  will  fill 
this  chapel,  but  I  won’t  be  there.  I  (and  Joan 
Crawford,  preferably)  will  be  looking  down 
from  Heaven  (of  course),  arm-in-arm  with 
cherubs  and  seraphs,  making  certain  that  all 
my  wishes  were  fulfilled:  no  guitars  please! 
and  no  separate  memorial  service  for  my  gay 
survivors.  I  admit  to  being  a  control  queen, 
but  only  because  the  world  as  we  know  it  is 
sure  to  come  to  an  end  without  my  constant 
supervision. 

Leaving  church,  I  decide  to  pick  up  some 
lilies  and  tulips.  Walking  through  the  South 
End,  you’re  sure  to  run  into  friends  and 
neighbors  at  any  time  of  day.  What  strikes 
me  is  that  the  two  people  I  run  into  today, 
on  different  streets,  are  both  also  living  with 
this  disease.  We’re  all  doing  fine  right  now, 
but  not  a  week  goes  by  without  another 
friend  dying.  So  much  of  what  passes  be¬ 
tween  people  with  AIDS,  when  they  meet  on 
the  street,  or  in  the  market,  or  at  a  support 
group  meeting,  becomes  privileged  informa¬ 
tion.  At  times,  it  feels  like  being  part  of  a 
secret  society,  one  that  you  don’t  want  your 
friends  to  join.  You  look  to  each  other  for 
support,  but  sometimes  you  don’t  want  to 
look.  When  you  hear  that  someone  is  very 
sick,  you  may  be  scared  to  call,  afraid  of 
hearing  a  changed,  wasted  voice  at  the  other 
end  of  the  line,  a  voice  begging  to  be  releas¬ 
ed  from  pain.  It  hurts,  because  you  know 
your  own  voice  could  sound  like  that  next 
week. 

I  take  the  Orange  Line  to  Haymarket,  and 


cross,  in  the  rain,  beneath  the  doomed  ex¬ 
pressway  and  its  on-off  ramps,  emerging  in 
the  North  End.  I  like  to  come  here  once  in  a 
while,  too.  Nobody  knows  me  here,  but  1 
relate  to  the  neighborhood  as  an  endangered 
species,  a  place  that  is  slowly  being  absorbed 
by  the  huge  towers  and  franchise  restaurants 
and  luxury  condominiums  around  it.  Living 
in  a  rent-controlled  apartment  downtown, 
I,  too,  feel  the  squeeze.  I  duck  into  Mar- 
tignetti’s,  buy  some  wine  for  Easter  Sunday 
dinner,  and  a  six-pack  of  Private  Stock  malt 
liquor  for  tonight.  My  carousing  days  are 
over,  but  I  still  drink  booze  and  smoke 
reefer  now  and  then.  I  have  adopted  the  at¬ 
titude  that  I  am  retired,  so  to  speak,  and  am 
fully  entitled  to  do  as  I  please,  thank  you 
very  much! 

Deciding  to  go  on  disability,  which  I  did 
as  soon  as  I  learned  I  had  AIDS,  was  a  step  I 
have  never  regretted.  It  was  very  important 
to  my  “recovery”  to  eliminate  the  stress  of  a 
work  environment  that  was  AIDS-phobic 
(to  say  the  least).  Many  PWAs  worry  about 
plunging  into  financial  chaos  if  they  can  no 
longer  work  and  I  know  people  who’ve  had 
this  happen.  But  I’ve  been  very  fortunate. 
Between  the  money  I  get  from  Social  Securi¬ 
ty  and  my  employer’s  disability  plan,  1  am 
able  to  make  ends  meet,  although  my  entire 
savings  have  been  wiped  out.  The  one 
drawback  I  have  encountered  is  that  the  in¬ 
surer  who  is  paying  me  disability  neglected 
to  withhold  taxes  from  my  monthly  checks. 
Not  knowing  that  this  money  was  fully  tax¬ 
able,  I  am  now  faced  with  having  to  borrow 
over  $1,000  from  my  family  to  pay  Uncle 
Sam  and  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  in  less  than  a  month!  Never 
assume  that  the  government’s  interests  are 
necessarily  the  same  as  your  own. 

Returning  home  by  5  p.m.,  I  settle  in  for 
the  rest  of  the  night.  There  is  the  news  on 
television,  and  a  short  nap:  it’s  been  a  busy 
day  for  me.  Then,  the  ritual  for  which 
Dwight  and  I  have  become  notorious:  the 
viewing  of  today’s  episode  of  All  My 
Children.  We  both  miss  Cindy,  who  died 
last  month  of  the  same  AIDS-related  oppor¬ 
tunistic  infection  which  nearly  killed  me: 
cryptococcal  meningitis.  Even  if  she  did 
manage  to  look  so  well-groomed  all  the 
time.  I  would  too,  if  I  had  the  entire  staff  of 
Glamorama  at  my  beck  and  call. 

Many  people  actually  think  that,  because 
I  am  not  working,  I  must  have  nothing  to  do 
all  day  long  but  sit  and  watch  soap  operas. 
They  should  try  following  me  around 
sometime!  Between  doctor’s  appointments, 
pentamidine  treatments,  blood  transfu¬ 
sions,  support  group  meetings,  times  spent 
with  my  buddy  as  well  as  with  my  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC)  networking  partner, 
holistic  therapy  sessions  with  massage,  or 
meditation  groups,  going  to  the  gym  for  a 
little  workout  now  and  then,  volunteer 
work,  dealing  with  insurance  company  er¬ 
rors,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  many 
social  opportunities  provided  by  AAC  or 
the  Jesuit  Urban  Center,  not  to  mention  oc¬ 
casional  stays  in  the  hospital,  my  weekly 
calendar  is  always  full.  When  I  do  find  spare 
time,  1  wander  into  museums,  or 
bookstores,  or  galleries.  Dwight  and  I  are 
fond  of  Thai  food,  and  spend  the  money  we 
used  to  spend  in  the  bars  on  eating  out  as 
well  as  plays,  concerts,  or  traveling.  Men  of 
All  Colors  Together/Boston  usually  has 
something  going  on  that  we  can  participate  in. 
Sometimes  I  enjoy  playing  disc  jockey  at 
their  parties.  So,  believe  me,  life  does  not 
come  to  a  screeching  halt  with  disability! 

By  11:00  p.m.  I  am  in  bed.  Although 
Dwight  lingers  in  front  of  the  television, 
watching  videos  or  reading  Jet,  I  am  soon 
fast  asleep.  And,  except  for  three  or  four 
trips  to  the  bathroom  (no  matter  how  well  I 
feel,  the  diarrhea  never  seems  to  go  away),  I 
make  it  through  another  night.  □ 
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ing  much  about  safety  at  all  in  my  life  at  that 
time. 

Eileen:  What  went  through  your  head  when 
you  first  found  out? 

Wendy:  Well,  I  just  figured  my  life  would  be 
over  pretty  soon.  I  was  scared  and  I  was  go¬ 
ing  from  figuring  out  I  was  gonna  keel  over 
tomorrow  to  getting  into  a  lot  of  denial.  It 
was  real  hard  on  my  relationship  at  the  time 
because  we  had  to  specifically  think  about  it 
whenever  we  were  going  to  have  sex  and  it 
was  real  scary.  You  can’t  go  and  hide  in  sex 
anymore  because  you’ve  got  to  think  about 
it  every  second  —  about  what’s  going  on, 
about  protecting  myself,  about  whether  my 
lover  had  it.  A  lot  of  fear.  Not  much  anger 
in  the  beginning.  I’m  slowly  getting  to  that. 
But  a  lot  of  fear  and  a  lot  of  “why  me?”  and 
“it’s  not  fair”  and  “dammit,  I  was  just  get¬ 
ting  my  life  together.” 

Eileen:  Was  your  lover  infected?  How  did 
she  deal  with  your  illness? 

Wendy:  She  did  go  and  get  the  HIV  test  even¬ 
tually  and  she  was  negative.  She  was  doing  a 
lot  of  work  around  AIDS,  around  pastoral 
work,  and  she  pushed  me  to  find  out  what 
was  going  on  with  my  health  and  to  get  the 
test.  It  was  hard  because  she  was  doing  a  lot 
of  work  which  was  outside  our  relationship, 
but  when  it  came  so  close  to  home  —  when  it 
came  home  —  it  wasn’t  something  that 
either  one  of  us  had  an  easy  time  dealing 
with.  In  fact,  she  left  a  year  ago  and  I  think 
part  of  that  was  just  because  it  was  so  tough 
dealing  with  it. 


with  me.  Because  I  run  through  times  when  1 
feel  like  “Oh,  I’m  just  a  hypochondriac.  I’m 
really  not  sick  at  all.”  A  lot  of  denial.  A 
heck  of  a  lot  of  denial.  When  I  feel  good  for 
a  couple  of  days  in  a  row,  it’s  like  “Oh,  it 
really  isn’t  there.  They  made  a  mistake.” 
And  then  when  I’m  feeling  bad  for  a  longer 
amount  of  time,  it’s  like  “Oh  my  God,  what 
if  something  happens  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  and  they  have  to  haul  me  to  the 
hospital?”  It’s  a  lot  of  up  and  down. 

Eileen:  Do  you  have  any  support  outside  of 
your  family  and  friends? 

Wendy:  I  have  a  buddy.  She’s  there  and 
listens  to  me  and  helps  me  figure  out  what’s 
going  on.  More  than  anything  else,  she 
listens  when  I’m  talking,  listens  to  my 
jokes.  She’s  in  contact  with  my  friends  and 
my  family  and  my  roommate.  It  makes  a  big 
difference  because  they  can  talk  to  her  also. 
Right  now  I’m  not  in  a  support  group.  I  was 
in  a  group  at  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  which  was  an  AA  support 
group. ..specifically  geared  towards  people 
who  are  involved  with  AIDS,  whether  it’s 
buddies  or  people  who  have  the  HIV  virus  or 
friends  or  family.  I  haven’t  been  there  for  a 
while. 

A  lot  of  the  support  I  get  is  from  my 
friends.  People  who  are  close  to  me,  who 
have  said  to  me  a  lot  recently  (after  my  bout 
with  bronchitis)  “Slow  down,  Wendy.  You 
don’t  have  to  go  back  to  work  yet.  Slow 
down  and  heal.”  And  I’m  starting  to 
listen....  I’ve  got  to  listen  to  what  my  body  is 
telling  me,  and  my  friends....  When  I  hear  it 
from  two  friends,  my  acupuncturist,  my 
doctor,  and  my  therapist,  I  think  somebody 
is  saying  something  that  I  should  listen  to.  It 
takes  me  a  while  to  accept. 


Eileen:  How  have  your  friends  and  family 
reacted  to  you  having  ARC? 

Wendy:  They’ve  been  great.  My  parents  are 
both  in  public  health  now.  They  both  work 
at  theTuscon  AIDS  Project.  I’ve  got  a  sister 
who’s  a  nurse,  another  one  who  works  in  a 
hospital,  and  these  two  sisters  live  in  the  area 
and  are  both  very  much  behind  me.  I’ve  got 
two  kids  down  in  New  York  who  I’ve  told 
and  who  I’m  not  in  a  lot  of  communication 
with,  but  they’re  basically  there.  My  friends 
have  been  really  great....  The  people  I’ve 
chosen  to  tell  about  it  have  been  there  for 
me.  It’s  really  positive  every  time  I’m  able  to 
share  it  with  people.  I  can  see  when  I  share  it 
with  them  that  it’s  really  hard  on  them,  but 
it’s  something  I  find  necessary  to  do  —  to 
have  other  people  know  what’s  going  on 


Eileen:  You’ve  chosen  to  speak  out  about 
having  ARC  on  radio,  TV,  and  as  part  of 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee’s  Speakers 
Bureau.  Can  you  talk  a  bit  more  about  your 
decision  to  do  that? 

Wendy:  I  know  that  being  an  addict  and  an 
alcoholic  and  having  a  secret  is  pretty 
dangerous  to  me.  And  having  the  secret  of 
having  this  virus,  of  having  ARC,  is  a  heck 
of  a  secret  to  carry  around.  The  way  the 
world  is  right  now,  it’s  scary  to  share  it 
because  there  have  been  pretty  bad  repercus¬ 
sions  to  some  people.  But  I’ve  found  that  it 
was  making  me  crazy  not  talking  about  it, 
not  sharing  it....  Public  speaking  for  me  is  a 
way  of  cutting  down  on  my  own  denial  and 
fear  about  this.  The  feedback  that  I  get  — 
that  I  help  other  people  deal  with  this  — 
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really  helps  me.  You  know,  people  don’t 
know  that  a  lot  of  us  look  pretty  healthy. 
We’re  not  all  people  who  have  lost  50 
pounds  and  we  don’t  all  look  like  we’re  gon¬ 
na  die  tomorrow. 

Eileen:  What  have  your  symptoms  been? 

Wendy:  I’ve  had  a  lot  of  fatigue.  I  try  to  go 
through  a  regular  day  with  regular  energy 
and  just  don’t  have  the  energy  to  do  it.  Hav¬ 
ing  the  diagnosis  of  Epstein-Barr,  which  is  a 
form  of  mono,  probably  feeds  into  that. 
Herpes,  which  is  now  under  control,  also 
makes  me  feel  really  draggy.  I’m  just  getting 
over  a  bout  of  bronchitis.  Of  course,  my 
first  fear  was,  “Oh  God,  it’s  pneumonia, 
it’s  PCP,”  which  it  wasn’t.  I  try  to  stay  in 
reality  and  think  about  what’s  real  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  virus  and  what’s  real  for  just  being 
human. 

Eileen:  What  kind  of  treatment  have  you 
been  getting? 

Wendy:  I’ve  been  getting  acupuncture  most¬ 
ly,  which  is  really  good.  It  doesn’t  make 
things  not  happen,  as  in,  I  still  got  bron¬ 
chitis,  but  it  relieves  a  lot  of  symptoms  and 
helps  me  get  through  the  day  more  and 
more.  I’ve  had  problems  with  my  hands  be¬ 
ing  numb  a  lot  and  because  I’m  a  weaver 
and  work  fibers,  that’s  not  real  helpful.  I’ve 
had  pains  in  my  sides  —  we’re  not  even  sure 
why  —  and  the  acupuncture  helps  alleviate 
that,  too. 

Eileen:  Did  you  feel  pressure  to  use  Western 
medicine? 


your  mom  told  you  you  had  to  do,  you  real¬ 
ly  have  to  think  about  it  now. ...’’For  me, 
that  means  sitting  down  and  meditating, 
putting  on  music  that’s  going  to  relax  me. 
Just  giving  my  body  a  chance  to  do  its  best 
to  heal  and  to  stay  as  healthy  as  possible. 

Not  being  in  a  relationship  has  been  a  dif¬ 
ference,  too,  and  understanding  that  I  am 
okay  when  I’m  not  in  a  relationship.  That’s 
been  real  difficult  because  I’ve  usually  been 
in  a  relationship.  It’s  been  about  a  year  now. 

I  think  that’s  the  longest  since  I  started  to  be 
active  sexually  that  I’ve  been  out  of  a  rela¬ 
tionship,  but  it’s  okay  now.  Once  in  a  while 
it  isn’t,  but  most  of  the  time  it  is. 

Eileen:  Has  not  being  in  a  relationship  been 
a  conscious  decision  or  has  it  just  happened 
that  way? 

Wendy:  It  wasn’t  a  conscious  decision  for 
me  when  my  lover  and  I  broke  up;  it  wasn’t 
my  choice.  But  it  actually  gave  me  a  space 
where  I  lived  alone  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life  and  I  got  a  chance  to  really  get  to  know 
myself.  And  part  of  it  now  is  that  I’ve  only 
got  so  much  energy  and  I’m  putting  it  into 
my  artwork  and  my  schoolwork  and  my  job 
and  my  friendships.  Sometimes  I  think  it 
would  be  nice  to  have  a  relationship,  but  it’s 
so  much  effort.  And  it  would  take  a  lot  of 
effort  on  both  people’s  parts.  I  have  people 
who  are  real  close  to  me  —  in  ways  that  I 
never  had  close  friends  before.  It  almost 
seems  better  than  being  in  a  relationship. 

Eileen:  You  mentioned  that  you’ve  just 
begun  feeling  your  anger.  Where  is  it 
directed? 


Wendy:  Not  pressured.  I  come  from  a  family 
who  are  in  the  medical  field  and  my  first 
choice  was  to  go  there  and  find  out  what  was 
going  on.  In  fact,  my  doctor  was  the  one 
who  helped  aim  me  towards  the  acupunc¬ 
turist  because  she  knew  that  I  didn’t  want  to 
use  a  lot  of  drugs  in  trying  to  alleviate 
things....  They  understand  the  double 
diseases  of  alcoholism  and  drug  addiction 
and  accept  that  I’m  gonna  make  choices 
about  drugs,  about  painkillers,  that  are  go¬ 
ing  to  keep  me  clean  and  sober....  Western 
medicine  linked  with  acupuncture  is  what’s 
important  for  me. 

Eileen:  How  have  you  changed  your 
lifestyle? 

Wendy:  I  have  had  to  learn  to  slow  down 
and,  for  a  workaholic,  it  is  hard.  1  want  to 
get  up  and  do  25  different  things  during  the 
day.  When  you  run  up  against  the  wall  of  “I 
don’t  have  the  energy,”  it’s  frustrating. 
And  I  want  to  be  as  normal  as  I  possibly  can 
and  I  have  to  sit  down  and  think,  “But 
you’re  not.  You  can’t  do  what  everybody 
else  is  doing.  You  don’t  have  the  energy. 
You’ve  got  this  virus,  you’ve  got  to  slow 
down,  you’ve  got  to  eat  healthily,  you’ve 
got  to  get  enough  sleep,  you’ve  got  to  make 
sure  you’re  dressed  warmly.  All  the  things 


Wendy:  Well,  part  of  the  thing  is:  where  the 
heck  do  you  aim  it?  Do  1  aim  it  back  at 
myself  for  putting  myself  in  jeopardy?  I  did 
that  for  years.  That’s  not  what  working  on 
getting  my  life  together  is  about.  Do  1  go 
and  yell  at  the  virus,  this  little  thing  that’s 
here  in  my  body?  I  guess  the  anger  is  just  at 
the  situation  that  my  life  is  going  to  be  cut 
short  and  I’m  not  going  to  be  able  to  ac¬ 
complish  what  I  want  to.  I’m  not  going  to 
see  my  grandkid  grow  up.  I’m  not  going  to 
see  a  lot  of  things  happen  that  I  want  to  see 
and  that  I  expected  to.  I  think  when  I  can 
voice  more  what  the  anger  is  I’ll  be  able  to 
get  more  in  touch  with  it... 

Eileen:  As  a  lesbian  and  as  a  woman  with 
ARC,  what  is  the  message  you’d  like  to  give 
to  lesbians  and  people  in  general? 

Wendy:  The  message  is  basically  that 
anybody  can  get  this  virus.  Just  because  the 
media  ignore  the  fact  that  we  exist,  it 
doesn’t  mean  that  we  can’t  get  it.  There  are 
plenty  of  us  who  have  been  drug  users  or 
alcoholics,  who  have  slept  with  men,  who 
have  been  in  circumstances  that  are  hazar¬ 
dous  and  could  easily  allow  us  to  get  this 
virus.... 

It’s  nice  to  think  that  we’re  all  safe  here. 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Phill 

Continued  from  page  7 

and  our  business  at  the  same  time.  And  also 
at  that  time,  he  began  to  get  sick. 

Chris:  What  were  Chris’  symptoms? 

Phill:  Well,  we  would  go  to  Mexico  on  vaca¬ 
tion  a  lot  and  he  would  get  parasites  and  no 
one  else  would,  even  though  we  would  all 
eat  the  same  things.  This  would  happen 
every  time  we  went  there.  He  had  an  episode 
of  food  poisoning  at  a  meal  where  eight 
other  people  ate.  He  couldn’t  get  over  what 
we  thought  were  just  tough  bouts  of 
parasites.  What  we  eventually  discovered 
was  that  was  his  first  bout  of  pneumocystis. 

Chris:  Why  wasn’t  pneumocystis  diagnosed 
earlier? 

Phill:  It  was  because  of  our  own  denial.  It 
wasn’t  part  of  our  consciousness  that  it  was 


a  possibility  that  he  or  I  were  going  to  be 
diagnosed.  Even  with  all  the  work  we  were 
doing  it  was  like,  “other  people  get  AIDS.” 
His  physician  just  wasn’t  very  good  and 
Chris  had  not  taken  the  HIV  test  at  the  time. 
So  finally  in  November  of  ’86,  as  a  result  of 
Chris  getting  sicker  and  my  becoming  more 
and  more  consumed  with  AIDS,  we  decided 
to  close  our  business.  In  February  of  ’87 
Chris  was  finally  diagnosed.  It  was  a  real 
shock. 

Chris:  How  were  you  surviving  financially 
after  your  business  closed? 

Phill:  We  closed  the  business  and  I  became 
one  of  the  founding  members  of  Stop  AIDS 
Los  Angeles  and  I  became  the  director  of 
outreach.  It  was  really  the  beginning  of  what 
has  turned  out  to  be  a  whole  different  life 
for  the  two  of  us.  Chris  being  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  changed  everything  —  the  way 
we  viewed  life,  our  relationship,  our  future. 
In  the  very  beginning  what  we  did  was  make 
plans  for  him  to  have  a  year.  We  said  if  we 
get  one  year  together  that  would  be  good. 
And  we  began  to  plan  for  that  to  happen  — 
for  him  to  die,  I  guess.  We  restructured  our 
finances.  We  had  lived  in  a  rather  large 
house  in  Los  Angeles.  We  moved  to  a 
smaller  apartment  and  began  to  wind  things 
down,  to  prepare  for  his  death. 

The  other  thing  that  happened  was  that 
because  we  had  our  own  business  we  didn’t 
have  insurance.  In  running  a  small  business 
it  wasn’t  high  on  our  priority  list,  which 
meant  that  he  had  to  be  treated  at  the  county 
medical  center.  We  got  first-hand  ex¬ 
perience  with  how  terrible  the  system  is,  and 
I  suspect  it’s  terrible  around  the  country. 
For  example,  he  went  one  week  to  county 
hospital  to  have  an  x-ray  done  and  we  came 
back  the  next  week  and  they  had  lost  the 
x-ray.  Now  of  course  we  didn’t  realize  the 
seriousness  of  this  at  the  time.  This  was  in 
’87  and  people  were  dying  from  their  first 
bout  of  pneumocystis.  They  did  a  stool 
specimen  and  lost  that. 

The  day  he  was  finally  diagnosed  we  had 
an  8  a.m.  appointment  and  the  doctor 
didn’t  show  up  until  1 1  that  morning.  The 
doctor  just  sent  him  to  get  x-rays  again  and 
said  he  couldn’t  see  him  until  4  o’clock. 
There  was  no  place  to  sit  and  by  this  time 
Chris  couldn’t  walk.  And  it  was  February  in 
L.A.  and  90  degrees  so  we  got  a  friend  to 
bring  her  van  to  the  hospital  so  he  could  lie 
down  inside  the  van.  It  was  over  100  degrees 
in  the  van  —  just  a  total  nightmare.  The  ad¬ 
mitting  ward  was  designed  for  12  people  and 


when  we  arrived,  there  were  already  18  peo¬ 
ple  waiting.  It  was  so  crowded  that  every 
time  a  physician  would  examine  one  patient 
he  would  jostle  the  beds  of  several  others. 
The  only  people  who  are  treated  at  the  coun¬ 
ty  hospital  are  those  who  can’t  afford 
anything  else.  We  didn’t  think  we  could 
make  it  through.  It  was  there  that  we 
developed  our  passion  to  fight  for  better 
care,  although  we  didn’t  quite  realize  it  at 
the  time. 

Chris:  How  have  your  own  symptoms  as  a 
person  with  ARC  affected  your  life? 

Phill:  I  was  diagnosed  with  ARC  in  August 
of  ’87.  Mostly,  my  symptoms  have  been 
minor.  I  haven’t  had  to  be  hospitalized.  I 
have  just  had  many  chronic  annoyances  that 
happen  when  you  live  with  HIV  disease. 
Skin  maladies,  rashes,  chills,  night  sweats, 
thrush,  fungal  pneumonia.  But  being 
diagnosed  with  ARC  created  a  sense  of 
urgency  for  me.  I  felt  I  had  to  do  something 
now.  I  feel  compelled  to  do  what  I’m  going 
to  do  now.  None  of  us  are  promised  tomor¬ 
row,  but  those  of  us  who  are  living  with  HIV 
disease  really  have  a  consciousness  about 
that.  AIDS  is  really  a  part  of  my  life.  I  often 
say  to  people  that  I  do  what  1  do  because  I 
don’t  really  have  a  choice.  There  are  people 
who  don’t  have  any  choice  in  the  work  they 
do.  This  is  part  of  who  I  am.  I  jokingly  tell 
people  that  living  with  AIDS  is  looking 
forward  to  tomorrow  because  you  are 
afraid  of  repeating  today. 

Chris:  Much  of  your  work  and  activism 
focuses  on  promoting  safer  sex.  How  did 
your  interest  in  this  develop? 

Phill:  Well,  it  really  came  along  because  I 
was  looking  again  at  what  was  happening  to 
Black  gay  men  around  AIDS  education  and 
prevention.  And  I  started  to  pay  attention  to 
the  numbers  and  the  trends.  And  it  became 
clear  to  me  that  the  1987  models  in  place 
would  not  work.  One  of  the  obstacles  for 
people  changing  their  behavior  was  a  surge 
in  homophobia  —  both  real  and  internaliz¬ 
ed.  It  manifested  itself  in  sex  negative  at¬ 
titudes.  It  also  manifested  itself  in  revi¬ 
sionist  attitudes  in  the  gay  community 
toward  sexual  freedom.  I  talked  to  people 
and  it  became  clear  to  me  that  a  lot  of  gay 
men  were  not  adapting  well  to  safer  sex.  If 
we  are  serious  about  getting  people  to 
modify  their  behavior  in  healthy  ways  we 
have  to  be  sex  positive  and  gay  affirming. 

The  other  conclusion  I  came  to,  and  this  is 
hard  to  explain,  is  that  the  AIDS  epidemic  is 
no  longer  a  crisis.  That  doesn’t  mean  it  is 
less  devastating  than  ever,  but  what  it  does 
mean  is  that  a  crisis  by  definition  is  a  short¬ 
term  thing  that  has  a  resolution,  and  it  is 
clear  to  me  that  the  epidemic  is  not  short¬ 
term.  For  example,  the  earthquake  in  the 
Soviet  Union  was  a  crisis.  People  could 
come  together  and  work  through  it.  And 
that  was  our  attitude  in  the  beginning  of  the 
AIDS  epidemic.  I  thought  if  1  got  involved 
and  I  worked  real  hard  and  very,  very  fast 
and  furiously,  in  a  short  period  of  time  we 
would  be  onto  recovery.  Many  of  us  felt  that 
way.  But  it’s  over  a  decade  old  now.  We 
cannot  be  effective  if  we  approach  this 
epidemic  through  a  crisis  management 
perspective.  So,  I  began  to  ask,  what  are  the 
issues  we  have  to  accept  if  AIDS  is  going  to 
be  a  part  of  our  lives  for  a  long  time?  How 
has  it  impacted  our  lives  and  how  do  we  deal 
with  sex  now? 

Chris:  In  your  experience  conducting  safer 
sex  workshops,  how  have  people  reacted  to 
your  ideas? 

Phill:  Not  very  well.  I  make  it  clear  to  people 
by  using  the  term  “safer”  rather  than 
“safe”  that  there  are  no  guarantees.  For  any 
scenario  that  anyone  can  come  up  with, 
someone  can  think  up  a  way  in  which  that 
scenario  is  “unsafe.”  Because  of  the  denial 
factor  involved  with  AIDS,  many  focus  on 
why  a  particular  activity  is  not  safe  in  a 
bizarre  and  extreme  way  as  opposed  to 
focusing  on  the  activities  they  participate  in 
every  day.  For  example,  I  have  been  in 
workshops  and  I  will  say,  “Okay,  mutual 
masturbation  is  a  safer  activity,”  and  people 
will  raise  their  hand  and  say,  “What  if  my 
lover  and  I  are  on  different  sides  of  a  queen¬ 
sized  bed  and  we  are  each  masturbating  and 
my  lover  comes  and  it  shoots  across  the  bed 
and  lands  in  my  mouth.  Is  that  risky?” 

Well,  the  point  is  that  scenario  is  probably 
not  going  to  happen.  Let’s  talk  about  what 
might  really  happen,  about  your  lover  fuck¬ 
ing  you  in  the  ass  without  a  condom.  People 
don’t  want  to  talk  about  that.  They  want  to 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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’hill  Wilson  (front)  and  fellow  safer  sex  educator 
Reggie  Williams 


A  home  of  Victoriana  and  wicker  offering 

•  10  rooms,  each  with  AC  and  private  bath 

•  Pool 

•  Private  parking 

•  24  hour  desk/security 

•  Continental  breakfast 

•  Airport  pickup  by  arrangement 


707  TRUMAN  AVE.,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040  (305)  296-22 1 1 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH.  R.  Ac 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Publtc  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868  3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-7 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267  3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876  5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266  8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232  7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  * 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876  4488 

GAY  «  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston.  M A  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  8  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St 
Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/t  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1 S00 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395  9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  $q  ,  Cambridge 
497  2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Ml.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq. .  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boston.  MA  02118 
338  5356 
Wed -Sat  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M  Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves  :  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  lor  the  gay  8  les 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly.,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
S52  Columbus  Ave 
Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
731  1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 
(508)  683  7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M  F  1-5  p.m. 


MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 
references  Call  Mary  277-8087 


Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262  1000.  x  298 
M-Sat  .  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Tnsha  Solio.  Barry  Wing. 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P  0  Box  II 
Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone  (617)  782  8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr  ,  Sunday  Worship  7pm. 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

St  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  8  Lesbian 
Comm 

Unitarian  Universalis! 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
ol  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ilam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St 
Jamaica  PI .  MA  02130 
524  7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P  0.  Box  405 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
508/546  7252 


THE  SEXUALITY 
LIBRARY 

A  collection  of  hard-to-find  books 
about  sex  that  won't  insult  your 
intelligence.  Over  120  titles  from  erotic 
writings  to  practical  sexual  advice 
selected  by  the  folks  at  Good 
Vibrations.  Send  SI  .00. 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

Our  catalog  of  sexual  playthings  is 
friendly,  feminist  and  fun. 

Send  $2.00. 

Or  $2.50  for 
both  catalogs 
to: 


Open  Enterprises  •  3385  22nd  St.  #GC, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•Social/Cultural  Events 
•  Holiday  Observances 
•Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


“One  of  the  year’s  most 
original  and  appealing  movies!’ 

—Thomas  Lee,  SOUTH  END  NEWS 


SKQURAS 

PICTURES 


©1989 

SKOURAS  PICTURES.  INC 
ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT, 
NOW  PLAYING! 


LOEWS 

NICKELODEON 

606  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 


424-1500 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


>r 

a 

change 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


Phill 
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talk  about  these  bizarre  things.  The  other 
reason  1  don’t  like  the  phrase  “safe  sex”  is 
because  if  we  are  to  successfully  modify  our 
behavior  it  should  be  out  of  empowerment. 
Safer  sex  is  an  active  phrase.  It  suggests  that 
it  involves  our  personal  involvement. 

One  of  the  things  I  decided  about  my  HIV 
status  and  my  diagnosis  was  that  1  was  not 
going  to  stop  being  a  sexually  active  gay  man 
and  that  I  was  not  going  to  allow  myself  to 
be  reinfected  nor  was  I  going  to  allow  myself 
to  infect  anyone  else.  I  was  going  to 
eliminate  that  possibility  from  my  life. 
These  were  very  important  principles  for  me 
and  I  believe  they  are  important  principles 
for  everyone  who  tests  HIV  positive  or  who 
has  ARC  or  AIDS.  So  the  question  is,  how 
do  you  maintain  those  principles  in  a 
healthy  fashion?  Part  of  the  answer  is  really 
understanding  the  principles  of  HIV 
transmission.  And  that  involves  understan¬ 
ding  the  complexities  of  HIV  transmission. 
One  complexity  is  that  in  oral  sex  the  person 
who  is  doing  the  sucking  should  theoretical¬ 
ly  be  at  risk.  But  statistically  it  isn’t  risky. 
People  get  upset  by  that  because  they  want  it 
to  be  easy.  They  want  to  say,  “This  is  the 
rule,  now  1  don’t  have  to  think.”  But  we 
have  to  take  responsibility. 

Chris:  In  your  travels  around  the  country, 
do  you  find  that  gay  men  are  practicing  safer 
sex? 

Phill:  I  still  think  it  is  a  desperate  situation. 
One  of  the  things  I  find  most  frightening  is 
how  sex-negative  people  are  and  how  there 
is  still  this  need  to  blame  folks.  They  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  “bad”  things  we  did  in  the  ’70s 
as  if  that  has  some  relevancy  to  our  ability  to 
deal  with  where  we  are  today.  And  you  hear 
all  sorts  of  comments  about  people  who  go 
to  jack-off  clubs  and  bathhouses  without 
understanding  that  if  I  concentrate  on  my 
own  sexual  behavior  then  I  can  dramatically 
reduce  my  risk  of  infection.  Once  I  know 
how  I  can  get  infected  no  one  can  ever  give 
me  the  HIV  virus  after  that.  But  there  is  a 
long,  long  way  to  go  towards  this  understan¬ 
ding. 

Chris:  So  you  think  studies  showing  that 
HIV  transmission  is  down  among  gay  men 
are  inaccurate? 

Phill:  I  am  nervous  about  those  studies.  I 
know  they  are  talking  about  white  gay  men 
at  best.  I  know  that  it’s  not  true  about  gay 
men  of  color.  For  example  in  L.A.  county 
Black  gay  men  at  tops  represent  one  percent 
of  the  population,  yet  Black  gay  men  repre¬ 
sent  12  percent  of  all  PWAs  in  L.A.  county. 
Black  gay  men  represent  23  percent  of  all 
gay  men  with  AIDS,  and  77  percent  of  all 
Black  people  with  AIDS  in  L.A.  county. 
And  not  all  gay  men  are  having  safer  sex. 
This  is  a  telling  reality.  As  I  talk  to  Black  gay 
men  around  the  country  —  and  these  are  not 
those  people  who  “don’t  know”  they  have 
sex  with  other  men  —  I  find  a  great  many  of 
them  are  not  clear  on  what  safer  sex  is  and 
are  participating  in  activities  which  can 
cause  exposure  to  the  virus. 

For  me,  I  am  serious  when  I  say  safer  sex 
is  an  exciting  experience.  I  can’t  even  im¬ 
agine  at  this  point  in  my  life  that  I  would  ex¬ 
perience  my  sexuality  in  any  other  way. 

Chris:  Do  you  want  to  add  anything  about 
how  AIDS  has  affected  your  life  and  the 
lives  of  other  Black  gay  men? 

Phill:  Living  with  HIV  disease  has  a  lot  to  do 
with  the  quality  of  life  I  demand.  I  am  impa¬ 
tient  about  things  and  people  who  are  part 
of  my  life.  I  don’t  allow  people  to  be  part  of 
my  life  if  I’m  not  happy  about  them.  It’s  too 
bad  that  HIV  made  me  understand  this,  but 
there  you  have  it.  I  refuse  to  allow  other 
people  to  judge  me  by  the  standards  they 
use  to  conduct  their  own  lives.  1  say  peo¬ 
ple,  “My  life  is  not  a  democracy.  It’s  a  pure 
dictatorship,  and  I’m  governor  and  no  you 
don’t  have  a  vote.”  It’s  important  for  me  to 
have  a  say  in  my  life. 

For  Black  men,  AIDS  is  not  the  only  life- 
threatening  issue  in  their  lives.  And  that’s 
true  even  for  middle-class  Black  men.  Black 
men  in  this  country  have  less  than  a  30  per¬ 
cent  chance  of  reaching  the  age  of  40  without 
being  dead,  chemically  dependent  or  in 
prison.  And  it’s  important  to  understand 
this  when  you  talk  about  AIDS  education 
and  prevention.  The  model  has  really  been 
that  AIDS  will  kill  you.  And  that  if  you 
don’t  get  AIDS  you  will  live  for  a  long  time. 
It’s  not  dealing  with  the  reality  that  AIDS 
could  kill  me,  yeah,  but  a  racist  policeman 


could  stop  me  and  shoot  me  in  Los  Angeles 
tomorrow  when  I’m  not  doing  anything. 
The  lives  of  Black  gay  men  are  fraught  with  life- 
threatening  issues.  If  AIDS  education  is  not 
presented  with  that  balance  in  mind,  you 
lose  credibility  at  best  and,  at  worst, 
relevancy.  □ 

Wendy 
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bui  we’re  not.  We’re  no  more  safe  than 
anybody  else.  It  doesn’t  mean  that  we 
should  all  go  crazy  about  it  but  we  should 
think  about  the  fact  that  we’re  also  at  risk. 
And  we’re  also  here  to  help  each  other 
through  this  whatever  way  it  goes.  I’ve  got¬ 
ten  a  lot  of  support  from  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  around  this  whole  thing.  There’s  a 
lot  of  us  who  are  in  the  forefront,  at  least  in 
Boston,  with  AIDS  Action  and  with  other 
things,  helping  a  lot  of  the  guys  through  it 
and  now  being  able  to  help  each  other 
through  it. 

Eileen:  What  do  you  think  the  best  ways  of 
educating  are? 

Wendy:  The  best  ways  of  educating  are  sit¬ 
ting  down  with  someone  who’s  got  the  virus 
—  whether  it’s  at  some  kind  of  program  or 
someone’s  up  on  the  stage  —  and  talking 
about  it.  If  you  have  a  friend  who’s  got  it, 
talk  to  them,  ask  them  questions:  what’s  it 
like,  what’s  going  on.  Read.  You  know, 
some  people  can  listen  and  talk  to  other  peo¬ 
ple  about  it,  and  some  people  are  so  scared 
that  all  they  can  do  is  read  about  it.  There’s 
a  couple  of  books  out  about  women  and 
AIDS  that  are  pretty  good....  As  JoAnn 
Loulan  was  saying  when  she  was  in  town, 
“We’ve  gotta  think  about  it.  We’ve  gotta 
talk  about  it.  And  we’ve  gotta  realize  that 
it’s  here.” 

Eileen:  How  are  you  preparing  for  the 
future? 

Wendy:  I’ve  been  talking  a  lot  with  my 
friends  and  my  family  about  a  living  will. 
I’m  almost  at  the  point  of  actually  writing  it 
out  and  going  to  a  lawyer.  But  it’s  real  scary 
to  have  to  think  about  the  fact  that  I  need 
this  kind  of  thing.  Thinking  about  having 
someone  to  stand  in  my  stead  in  case  1  get  so 
sick  that  I  can’t  make  decisions  for  myself. 
Thinking  about  the  fact  that  I’ve  got  a  body 
of  artwork  that  I  want  to  preserve.  Thinking 
that  I’m  important  enough  that  my  artwork 
is  important  in  this  world. 

Another  thing  I’m  doing  is  slowly  telling 
people,  which  helps  me  think  about  the 
future.  As  I  learn  more  about  myself,  I  share 
it  with  other  people.  I’m  finding  that  the 
best  way  for  me  to  be  in  the  world  is  to  say 
that  this  is  who  I  am.  And  part  of  who  1  am 
is  someone  who’s  got  this  virus  that  is  mak¬ 
ing  my  life  a  whole  lot  different  than  a  lot  of 
other  people’s  lives.  And  it’s  making  me 
part  of  a  group  of  people  that  a  lot  of  people 
don’t  want  to  be  around.  But  I’m  also  an  ad¬ 
dict,  an  alcoholic,  an  unwed  mother,  a  les¬ 
bian  —  a  whole  bunch  of  other  things  in  my 
life.  ARC  is  another  thing  just  piled  on  top 
of  everything  else  and  I  just  have  to  deal 
with  it.  Because  I’m  choosing  to  deal  with  it. 
I’ll  say  things  like  that  to  my  therapist  —  “I 
have  to  deal  with  it”  —  and  she’ll  say,  “No, 
you  could  choose  to  do  other  things.”  And  I 
say  “No,  I’m  choosing  to  accept  that  this  is 
in  my  life.  I’m  choosing  to  deal  with  it.” 

Eileen  Bolinsky  recently  produced  a  half- 
hour  audio  documentary  called  " Day  by 
Day:  Women  Living.  With  AIDS.”  The 
show  is  the  first  of  a  series-in-progress 
highlighting  the  stories  of  women  with 
AIDS.  For  more  information  and/or  for 
cassette  copies  (SI 0-15,  sliding  scale)  write: 
Eileen  Bolinsky,  c/o  GCN  Features,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  □ 
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Portland 

Continued  from  back  page 
empower  many  belonging  to  the  group  who 
were  beginning  to  doubt  the  general  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  any  existing  political  group  in  the 
Portland  metropolitan  area.  On  February 
13,  ACT  UP/Portland  staged  a  “Condom 
Awareness  Day”  which  took  them  to  a 
neighboring  high  school  where  they  distrib¬ 
uted  condoms  and  safer  sex  educational 
pamphlets.  Calling  into  question  the  ex¬ 
isting  procedures  of  the  state’s  Health 
Department,  ACT  UP  proceeded  to  incite 
other  service-based  organizations  to  enter 
the  fight  and  pressure  the  state  into  making 
more  substantial  changes.  When  the  state’s 
new  AIDS  ad  campaign  failed  to  even  use 
the  words  “gay”  and  “condom,”  ACT  UP 
protested  both  the  flagrant  ambiguity  of  the 
campaign  as  well  as  the  homophobic  images 
depicted  in  several  of  the  commercials. 

Cooperation  among  regional  chapters  of 
ACT  UP  and  their  success  in  staging  this 
demonstration  has  been  seen  as  a  break¬ 
through  in  the  politics  of  AIDS  in  the 
region.  Growing  more  independent  and 
autonomous  from  larger  ACT  UP  chapters 
on  the  East  Coast,  Portland  and  Seattle 
have  begun  to  establish  agendas  that  simul¬ 
taneously  deal  with  AIDS  and  other  related 
issues  that  affect  the  gay /lesbian  community 
in  each  state.  Gay  rights  legislation,  support 
for  needle  exchange  programs,  better  safe 
sex  educational  programs,  the  existence  of  a 
“double-blind”  AZT  placebo  test  in 
Portland,  the  hypocritical  anti-gay  voting 
record  of  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  (whom  they 
maintain  is  a  closeted  gay  man)  and  four  bills  in 
the  Oregon  House  of  Representatives  re¬ 
quiring  mandatory  HIV  antibody  testing  are 
among  those  topics  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
future.  □ 

©  Michael  Ambrosino,  1989 

Minneapolis 

Continued  from  page  I 

assembled  media  at  the  press  conference. 
“It’s  not  so  nice  to  go  to  jail  and  not  be  able 
to  enjoy  life.  I  came  to  America  to  fight  the 
AIDS  epidemic  and  learn  how  to  fight  the 
AIDS  epidemic  and  that’s  what  I’m 
doing....  The  American  government  can’t 
stop  the  virus  at  the  border.  It’s  better  for 
them  to  make  a  worldwide  program  to  fight 
the  epidemic.”  Verhoef,  director  of  minori¬ 
ty  policy  for  the  city  of  Delft,  said  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  visit  a  number  of  AIDS  organizations 
in  addition  to  the  health  conference  in 
order  to  take  information  back  home. 

Thanks  to  Ann  Viitala,  advocacy  pro¬ 
gram  coordinator  for  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Action  Council  in  Minneapolis, 
and  David  Anger,  staff  writer  for  Equal 
Time,  a  Minneapolis  lesbian  and  gay  week¬ 
ly,  for  providing  information  for  this  arti¬ 
cle. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Closed 
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gram;  the  Living  Well  Series  of  workshops 
for  those  concerned  about  HIV;  and  HIV 
counseling  program  which  includes  anony¬ 
mous,  free  HIV  antibody  testing;  and  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  family  parenting  program. 

FCHC  Executive  Director  Dale  Orlando 
said,  “We  are  currently  assessing  how  to 
house  the  [alcohol  and  substance  abuse] 
program.  We  want  to  ensure  a  smooth  tran¬ 
sition  and  to  make  sure  that  the  clients  are 
served  appropriately.”  □ 

Bill 
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LaFontaine  said  that  this  year  was  the 
“best  job  of  organizing  by  opponents”  he 
had  ever  seen.  “This  year  they  have  similar 
themes.  In  years  past  they  were  just  foolish. 
Now  it’s  more  insidious  and  effective. 
They’re  covering  their  bigotry  by  claiming 
there’s  no  evidence  of  discrimination,  that 
there  are  existing  protections,  and  that  we’re 
opening  the  door  [to  more  pro-gay  legisla¬ 
tion],  The  first  two  claims  are  blatantly  un¬ 
true.  As  for  the  third  claim,  it’s  a  violation 
of  our  rights  for  them  to  say  they’re  not  go¬ 
ing  to  fight  for  this  bill  in  order  to  deter  us 
[from  seeking  other  pro-gay  legislation  in 
the  future].” 

The  Senate’s  Ways  and  Means  Commit¬ 
tee,  chaired  by  Patricia  McGovern,  will  be 
the  next  hurdle  the  bill  faces.  LaFontaine 
said  lobbying  efforts  are  being  directed 
toward  McGovern  to  urge  her  to  schedule  an 
executive  session  immediately. 

LaFontaine  said  he  hopes  that  bill  sup¬ 
porters  will  contact  McGovern  at  (617) 
722-1481,  in  addition  to  their  own 
senators.  □ 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE' 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


nLc 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


There’s  life 
outside  of 
Boston! 

Swing  into  the 
sticks  for  the 

New  England 
Intercollegiate 
Dance 

sponsored  by  the 

Campus  Gay,  Lesbian  and 
Bisexual  Alliance 

to  benefit 

The  Student  Campaign 
Against  Hunger 
and  The  National  Gay  Task 
Force  Campus  Project 

April  22,  1989 

Undergraduate  Apart¬ 
ment  Complex,  Universi¬ 
ty  of  New  Hampshire, 
Durham,  NH 
8pm- 1  am 

Admission:  $4/students,  $6/others.  Free  park¬ 
ing.  "Mocktair  bar.  Chem-free. 

Info:  (207)  439-3995.  Funded  by  UNHPFO. 
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Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (508)  487-1616 


fsaJ/ery 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


wcmtfn  -  identified  -  wemyn 

A  trade  e\cbaege  ij : 

a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  villing  to 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchange  of 
goods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  higher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling  . 


1  800  -  42*  -  7164  or  513  -  767  -  9190 

via  post  1 13  E.  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  45387 


fil  JDDRNBRCPKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


♦INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 


HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Feminist  Gifts  L  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


W0MENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(508)  487-2501 


Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 

Presents 


An  Evening  of  Music,  Comedy,  and 
Remembrances 


Commemorating  Lambda’s  15th  Anniversary 

as  the  Nation’s  Oldest  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization 

Monday,  May  8th 
Town  Hall,  New  York,  New  York 


Donating  Their  Spectacular  Talents  are: 


The  American  Tap  Dance 
Orchestra 
Terry  Burrell 
Daugherty  &  Field 
Christopher  Durang  and 
Dawn 

Linda  Hart 

Ann  Hampton  Callaway 
Lavender  Light 


Priscilla  Lopez 
Lypsinka 
Monteith  &  Rand 
Andrea  Marcovicci 
Jaye  P.  Morgan 
Faith  Prince 
Everett  Quinton 
Reno 


and  more! 


With  Special  Appearances  by  Rita  Mae  Brown, 

Dr.  Mathilde  Krim,  and  Liberty  Award  winners  Michael  Callen  and 

Gloria  Steinem 

Reserve  your  seats  now  for  the  performance  by  sending  your  check  for  $15,  $25,  or 
$75  per  person  (all  but  $15  tax -deductible)  to  LLDEF,  666  Broadway,  New  York,  NY 
1 001 2.  A  special  pre-performance  reception  will  be  held  for  Patrons  (at  $150  per  per¬ 
son;  $1 10  tax-deductible)  and  Benefactors  ($500  per  person;  $460  tax-deductible). 
Call  Lambda  at  (212)  995-8585  for  more  information  or  to  receive  an  invitation. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  "Lambda  Legal  Defense"  or  "LLDEP  and  mail  to: 
Lambda,  666  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  lo  GCN  Box 
*  .  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  lo  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Surrogate  mother  sought  by  30  y.o.  single  white  male. 
6’4”,  brown  hair,  eyes.  200  pounds  excellent  health  IQ 
ISO  HTLV  111  negative.  Am  ready  to  raise  family.  GCN 
Box  351 . _ (41) 

Non-professional  employed,  decent  looking,  masculine 
G.W.M.  40,  5’H”,  180  pounds,  Scandanavian, 

strawberry  blonde,  hazel  eyes.  Quiet,  reserved  reg.  guy 
type,  affectionate  teddy  bear,  very  loyal  1-1  (in  relation¬ 
ship)  honest,  non  druggie,  non  drinker,  non  smoker,  in¬ 
to  nutrition,  most  music,  TV,  movies,  cuddling, 
massage,  quiet  times,  flea  mkts.,  reading,  some  hor¬ 
ticulture,  no  car,  prefer  Boston-North  Shore  area, 
masculine,  honest,  sincere,  stable,  sexual,  thin  to 
average  build  man,  28-45  yrs.  Friendship  with  safe  sex. 
Relationship  highly  possible!!  Can  only  meet  on 
Sundays-Friday  eve,  or  very  late  evenings,  because  of 
jobs.  Picture  please.  Please  write!  Occupant,  P.O.  Box 
2493,  Lynn,  Mass,  01903. _ (38) 

PWA  forced  lo  get  rid  of  loving  cat.  Free.  She  is  spayed, 
has  shots  up  to  date.  Indoor  cat,  great  companion. 
Serious  calls  only  would  be  appreciated .  242- 1 502.  (39) 

GBF,  23,  brown  hair  and  eyes,  attractive  5’7”,  150  seek¬ 
ing  attractive  intelligent  mature-minded  GBF  for  friend¬ 
ship  or  companionship.  I’m  romantic,  understanding, 
humorous  and  I  would  love  to  see  you  smile.  If  bothered 
feel  free  to  call  or  write:  Kelly  Johnson,  254  Conklin 
Avenue,  Hillside,  N.J.  07205;  (201)926-0936.  (38) 

LF  35  social  worker  seeks  slightly  butch,  extremely 
smart,  warm  funny  woman  for  whatever  develops.  Must 
love  animals,  restaurants,  running,  and  television,  write 
GCN  Box  348. _ (39) 

LF  32  attorney  seeks  smart  warm  unpretentious  woman 
with  a  good  sense  of  fun  for  sharing  music,  movies, 
games.  There  must  be  more  to  life  than  work.  Write 
GCN  Box  349. _ (39) 

WGF  hispanic,  professional,  caring  and  loving  with 
happy  disposition,  seeks  same  30-40’s  lady  for  honest 
love,  sensual  encounters,  and  intimate  candlelight  din¬ 
ners.  Non-smoker  prefer.  Social  drinker,  ok.  GCN  Box 
350. _ (39) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

ATTENTION  BOXHOLDERS  501  &  2000 

We’re  starting  to  feel  even  more  guilty  now  that  we 
haven’t  heard  from  you.  To  fill  you  in,  due  to  a 
technical  glitch  we  lost  your  forwarding  adresses  and  are 
unable  to  send  you  the  replies  that  have  come  to  us  for 
your  ads.  Please  get  in  touch  with  us  and  tell  us  how  to 
contact  you  so  we  can  put  an  end  to  this  hideous  mental 
torment.  Your  apologetic  friends  at  GCN. _ (40) 


PERSONALS 


S.W.H.,  Jr. 

I  have  a  reservation.  What  do  you  mean  it’s  not  in  the 
computer?  CW  _  (37) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Choosing  Children,  the  award  winning  film  about  lesbians 
deciding  to  parent,  is  now  on  home  video.  Meet  six  lesbian 
families  who  discuss  insmination,  adoption,  raising  children 
without  a  man,  reactions  from  relatives,  and  more.  VHS  or 
Beta  for  $69  plus  $5  shipping.  Send  payment  to  Cambridge 
Documentary  Films,  P.O.  Box  395,  Dept.  LC,  Cambridge. 

MA  02139.  ' _ (40) 

GOING  MY  WAY! 

Any  of  you  dykes,  fags  or  bi’s  driving  to  Bay  Area  this  Sum¬ 
mer?  LF  needs  a  ride  sometime  July-ish.  Share  driving  and 
gas.  354-7938. _ (39) 

AIDS  FILE 

GCN  seeks  a  volunteer  to  File  AIDS  clippings.  Keep  up  to  date 
with  AIDS  news  while  helping  GCN!  Contact  Chris  Bull  at 
426-4469. _ (39) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


SERVICES 


DISC  jOCKEY  SERVICE 

Only  “Play  It  By  Ear”  has  the  Boston  area’s  most  ex¬ 
perienced  DJ,  Arthur  Bianchini.  Call  (617)  730-8118. 
_ (41) 

Sexual  Abuse  Survivors  Group  in  Cambridge  needs  a 
few  more  members  for  an  ongoing  Woman’s  Group  the 
meets  Thursdays  at  5  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m.  Insurance  taken 
if  interested  call:  Marion  Tredcau  RN  CS/LCSW  at 
(617)  876-3229;  (508)  568-1426. _ (38) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•Generol  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Oflice  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  19 74 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  *  education 


Troubled 

People 

Loneliness,  depression.  Gays 
&  Lesbians  are  not  immune. 

I  encourage  an  initial 
interview  at  no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman, 
M.A. 
964-2510 

(please  note  corrected  phone 
number) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35«  per  word  (or  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

S _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  G  ANNOUNCEMENTS  i  J  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

1  ]  APARTMENTS  [  ]  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

:  FOR  SALE  .  1  PUBLICATIONS  J  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  GRIDES  c  movers  □  other 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $  . 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I'm  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ . 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□SI 5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund. 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


HELP  WANTED 


Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
pcace/justice,  more.  $12/ycar.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


HELP  WANTED 


DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 

Immediate  opening  in  alternative  mental  health  transi¬ 
tional  housing  program.  Job  requires  personal  or  pro¬ 
fessional  knowledge  of  parenting  issues  and  ability  lo 
work  with  groups.  Prefer  Woman  of  Color.  Experience 
in  residential  setting  and  access  to  car  ideal.  Resumes  ac¬ 
cepted  til  May  1.  No  phone  calls  please.  Resumes  to  A. 
Becker!.  Elizabeth  Stone  House.  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain, 

MA  02130. _ D?) 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE  SCHOOL  HIRING! 

Bike  shop  needs  help  for  season  or  longer.  Experience 
prefered  but  will  train.  Retail  or  restaurant  experience 
useful.  People  of  color  and  people  of  women  encourag- 
ed  lo  apply.  Please  call  868-3392. _ (381 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 

for  national  peace  foundation.  Responsibilities:  Manage 
overall  administration,  report  to  Executive  Director, 
manage  budget,  supervise  staff  of  14.  $26,000  plus  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Send  cover  letter,  resume,  names  of 
three  references.  PDF,  PO  Box  270,  Amherst,  MA 
01004.  Equal  opportunity  employer.  Deadline  May  15. 
_  (41) 

EDITOR 

Expanding  gay  and  lesbian  publisher  seeks  experienced 
editor  for  diverse  line  of  fiction  and  non-fiction.  Posi¬ 
tion  involves  acquisitions,  conceptual  and  line  editing, 
initiating  projects  and  working  with  authors.  Minimum 
three  years  editorial  experience  required.  Non-smoking 
office.  Beginning  salary  in  low  or  mid  twenties.  Send 
resume  to  Sasha  Alyson,  Alyson  Publications,  40 
Plympion  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118. _ (39) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  seeks  Executive 
Director.  Duties:  General  administration  including 
development,  suget,  public  policy  analysis,  personnel 
and  planning.  Supervise  lobbying,  finance,  program 
development  and  media  relations.  Qualifications:  2-5 
years  public/non-profit  administrating  experience.  Re¬ 
quires  sophisticated  understanding  of  gay/lesbian 
issues,  including  AIDS.  50K  negotiable.  Resume  by  May 
15,  ’89  to:  NGLTF,  1517  U  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009.  Women,  minorities  and  disabled  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (38) 

ADMIN  SECRETARY  POSITION 
available  in  friendly  disability  services  office  at  North¬ 
eastern  University.  Job  includes  work  with  disabled 
students,  office  management,  supervision  of  student 
workers,  general  office  work.  Minimum  2  years  office 
experience,  strong  typing  skills,  knowledge  of  ASL  or 
willingness  lo  learn.  Prefer:  IBM  PC  experience;  prior 
supervisory  experience;  Section  503,  504  of  1973 
Rehabilitation  Act;  disability  advocacy.  Available  im¬ 
mediately.  437-2675.  (38) 

FUNDRAISING  COORDINATOR 
To  work  with  NECAN,  a  grassroots  network  opposing 
US  intervention  in  Central  America  and  providing 
solidarity  to  the  Central  American  people.  Requires 
fundraising  experience.  Grassroots/organizing  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Additional  training  provided. 
$14,000-$  16,000,  full  health  benefits,  4  weeks  vacation, 
other  benefits.  Deadline  for  resumes:  May  1.  Send  to: 
NECAN,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
(617)  491-4205.  We  are  an  affirmative  action  employer. 
_ (38) 

Bilingual  Direct  Service  Advocate  needed  for  a  shelter 
for  battered  women  and  their  children.  32  hrs/wk,  $21K 
excellent  benefits.  Bicultural/bilingual,  former  battered 
women,  women  of  color,  and  lesbian  women  encourag¬ 
ed  to  apply.  Send  resumes  to  TRANSITION  HOUSE 
HIRING  COMMITTEE,  P.O.  Box  530,  Cambridge, 
MA  02238.  Deadline  April  15,  1989.  (38) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for  J 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  021 16. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


4  WOMEN  SK  5TH 

For  cheerful  mostly  gay  mid  20’s  semi-veg.  household. 
Eat-in  kitch,  I  Vi  balh  frpl,  hdwd  fir.  quiet  street  nr. 
Porter  T.  Call  625-3314. _ (39) 

STONEHAM  APT. 

L  40-plus  with  part  time  10  year  old  son  seeks  L  room¬ 
mate  to  share  drug  alcohol  smoke  free  apt.  Am  into 
recovery,  safe  neighborhood,  washer-dryer.  $350-plus. 
Ulilities.available  5/1, 438-8606. _ (38) 

LF  and  cat  seek  independent  and  responsible  LF  25  plus 
to  share  sunny  2BR  JP  apartment.  Near  T.  $337  includes 
heat.  No  smoke/drugs.  Minimum  alcohol.  12-steppers 
welcome.  524-3173. _ (39) 

L  prof  seeks  same  35-plus,  safe  quiet  nghbd  Dor/Ash- 
mont,  chem-free  home,  sunny  3  story  restored  Viet. 
W/D,  deck,  yard.  sec.  sys.,  near  T  and  many  other  con- 
ven.  12  step.  $465  incl.  util.  F,  L,  Secur.  Diane  265-4097. 
_ (39) 

3  F’s  (2Ls)  early  30’s,  feminist,  friendly,  progressive, 
seek  F  for  semi-veg  JP  household.  Near  T,  pond  and 
Arb.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  $270/mo.  plus.  Avail  now. 
522-7466. _ (39) 

CAMBRIDGE 

2  LF  seeking  I  LF  for  3  bdrm,  sunny,  coay,  quiet,  apt  nr 
T,  Smoke/pct  free.  Call  868-1561 .  $466plus/mo.  (39) 

MEDFORDfTUFTS 

2L  and  ISF  seek  indep.  and  responsible  4th  L  for 
spacious  house.  15  minute  walk  to  Davis  Square.  No 
more  pets.  $2 1 5-plus.  Call  395-8257  avail  ASAP.  (38) 

HAVE  A  HOME  IN  SOMERVILLE! 

LF  26  seeks  l,F  for  2BR  in  Davis  Square.  Laundry,  easy 
parking,  close  to  T.  $475,  including  all  utilities.  No 
smoking/ pets.  Sue.  776-5073. _ (39) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  QUEER  HOME 
Seeks  friendly  and  fun(ky)  F  roommate.  We  are  I  BiF 
and  2  Fags.  Can  U  say  cooperative?  Coffee?  Rent  Con¬ 
trol?  Art?  Garlic?  Politics?  Ice  Cream?  Please  call  soon: 
576-BENT.  (39) 

DAVIS  SQ  ROOM  AVAILABLE  JUNE  I 
2  Fs  seek  third  for  spacious,  homey  apt.  Parking, 
garden,  washer/dryer,  cat.  Prefer  non-smoker,  25-plus. 
$2S0-plus/mo.  Please  call  628-4165.  5  min,  to  T.  (39) 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Large  sunny  2BR  near  Forest  Hills  T.  New  bath  renova¬ 
tion  nice  condition.  Lots  of  space.  Gay  landlady  seeks 
quiet  responsible  tenants  to  fill  this  3-fam.  Pets  are  fine. 
$800-plus  utilities  plus  security.  522-5162,  avail.  May 
1st. 

_ (40) 

L.F.  36  seeks  roommate  for  sunny  Belmont  apt.  Quiet 
neighborhood,  fireplace,  backyard,  porch,  near  T. 
380-plus  utilities.  Cal  o.k.  484-7305. _ (38) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  seeks  roommale  for  LG  sunny  JP  apl.  Non  smoking, 
likes  cals,  (have  one,  anolher  negotiable)  300/mo.  plus 
util.  983-0163. _ (39) 

PART  TIME 

roommate  for  part  time  $.  L  seeking  30-plus  L  to  share 
sm.  2  bed  in  J.P.  renovated  Victorian.  W/D  D/D  Both 
T’s,  pking,  no  smoke,  522-8183. _ (38) 

PERMANENT  OR  SUMMER  SUBLET 
4  F  of  various  sexual  pref  and  I  dog  seek  5th  for  sunny  2 
fl  in  safe  Bri.  area  street,  pkg.,  on  T,  Indry  in  apt. 
240-plus/mo.  I  st/last  sec.  787-9703. _ (38) 

Newtonville:  2  LFs  seek  LF  for  housemate  situation 

semi-coop,  fireplace,  yard,  parking,  half  bath.  No 

alcohol,  drugs,  smoking,  $350plus.  Last  month’s  rent. 
965-0648.  (38) 


APARTMENTS 


CAMB/SOMERVILLE  LINE 

4  bedrooms,  7  room  apt.  2  minutes  to  ‘T’.  Wall  to  wall.  New 
heating  system,  clean  yard.  Room  for  garden.  Quiet,  pay  on 
time  people  wanted.  No  pets,  non-smokers,  on  street  permit 
parking,  driveway  for  guests.  $1600,  utilities  extra.  625-8274, 
623-7772. _ (38) 

DORCH  MELVILLE  PARK 

Newly  renovated  two  family  two  bedroom  two  fireplaces,  new 
kitchen  and  bath,  $650.  Spacious  three  bedroom  includes  se- 
cond  and  third  floor  $850  call  for  more  details.  825-0583.  (38) 


GOING  WEST! 

Household  Goods!  Must  Sell!! 

Futon  Sofa  Beds  Both  Queen  Size 
Super  Deluxe  Cotton  Foam 
Models.  One  is  a  light  colored 
hardwood  frame  with  arms  and  a 
beautiful  rust  colored  zippered 
cover  with  bolster  pillows.  Perfect 
for  living  room  sofa  bed  or  stu¬ 
dio  apartment.  $350.  The  other 
is  unfinished  pine  frame  that  you 
may  stain  any  color.  Has  an  off- 
white  protective  cover.  $250. 

Bavarian  China  Gorgeous  spring- 
wheat  pattern.  8  piece  formal  set. 
$100. 

Lechmere  Back-Saver  Chair  $30. 
Dorm  size  refrigerator  $65. 
Small  Freezer  $25 . 

Large  Stereo  Cassette  Recorder 
JVC  $100. 

2  Arm  chairs  $10  each. 

Plants  to  good  homes  only. 
Avocado  &  Rubber  trees.  Fronds, 
many  varieties  —  must  see  to 
appreciate. 

Call  Kathleen  426-7042  (days)  or 
524-2401  (evenings) 


FOR  SALE 

Noted  Black  woman  writer’s  home  in  Staten  Island,  NY. 
Contat  HEMAand  IRISal  718/727-6900.  (40) 


VACATIONS 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17.8) 


VACATIONS 

a 

ORGANIZATIONS 

:I 

MOVERS 


ALL  MALE! 

FLORIDA  -  HOLLYWOOD  HOUSE  RESORT 

A  tropical  setting  located  in  central  Hollywood,  Florida. 
Minutes  from  bars  and  beach.  Rooms,  efficiencies,  1-2 
bedrm  apts.  Low  nilely,  weekly  and  monthly  rates  avail. 
Pool,  clubhouse,  and  laundry  facility.  Call  (305) 
920-2372. _ (41) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)426-4469. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews! !  But  we 
can’t  iranscribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ _ _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalcse”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16. — ) 

The  Second  Stone.  Gay  Christians  —  Engaging  features 
and  columns,  news  from  Gay  Christian  groups. 
Newsbriefs/Calendar/Book  Review.  Retreats,  travel 
and  new  friends.  $12.50  for  6  issues.  (1  yr.)  to  P.O.  Box 
8340.  New  Orleans  LA  70182. _ 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN  THESE 
TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American  journalism. 
We've  built  our  reputation  on  addressing  the  issues  the 
mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of- 
view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a 
decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself!  You  may  order  a  subscription 
by  calling  800-435-07 1 S  (in  Illinois  call  800-892-07S3)  or  by 
writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES,  1912  Debs  A ve„  ML  Morris,  IL 
<1054. _ _ (1 7.34) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
_ (ex) 


Wellesley,  MA  02181. 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI 
48219. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOU5  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $1 3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex)  | 


Gay  hockey  fan  club  now  forming.  For  more  info  please 
write  lo  GHFC,  PO  Box  58368,  Phila,  PA  19102, 
Thanks. _ (40) 

MUSICIANS! 

The  Lesbian  &  Gay  Freedom  Trail  begins  its  Pride 
Season  April  1 1.  Rehearsals  every  Tues.,  7:30pm  at  the 
YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.).  All  welcome. 
No  auditions.  For  more  info  contact  Joe:  625-3304,  or 
Zoe:  396-2989. _ (38) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
wrile  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118.  (7) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck,  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025S22 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 

2ae-i848 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 

.Alexander  Berk  man.  Prison  Memoirs  of  art  Anarchist 


IMP0KB1IT! 

Prisoner  readers!!! 

We  have  not  received  letters  telling  us  that  you 
are  getting  GCN  alright  from  the  following  peo¬ 
ple.  These  names  will  be  cancelled  from  our 
free  list  if  we  don’t  hear  from  you  by  April  IS. 
(Really!) 

01701-McGuinnes,  S.  Brown,  Dietrich,  Phillips 
02054-Gaviorno,  Starrett;  02324-Archambault, 
Dusenberry,  Gagnon,  Nolin;  02920-Coulter,  Dooley, 
Wilcox;  04418-O’Neill;  04730-Castonguay; 
06071-Wright;  07065-Valentine;  08625-Lutalo,  R. 
Young;  12582-Bagarozy,  Stuckey;  12929-Duncan,  A. 
Wilson;  12977-Montana,  Taylor;  I302I-L  Wright; 
14011-Agard,  Bryant,  Rodriguez;  14079-Lee; 
14902-Campolito,  Griffin,  Knier;  15233-Dandar; 
1701  l-Snyder;  17756-Haskins,  Talley;  17837-Langley, 
Wilson;  I86I2-M.  Williams;  19428-T.  tones; 
20794-Dorsey,  Foster,  Myers,  Schmidt,  J.  Wood; 
21202-Trimble;  23043-Bailey;  23848-Powell; 
23917-Austin,  Nduma;  23936-Goins;  24121-Shannon; 
24910-Povlish;  25330-Humphreys;  24041-Byrd; 
27212-Williams;  27509-Crigger;  27604-Thomas; 
27845-Beckley,  Chamberlain,  Melvin,  Price,  Purser, 
C.  Smith;  2/887-Eason,  D.  Thomas;  28394-Winston; 
28677-Spruill;  30314-Stephenson;  30499-Gould,  Men¬ 
doza,  Norman,  Waters,  D.  Wood;  3I2I3-R.  Anderson; 
32014-Wilkinson;  32083-Harris,  Latessa;  32324-Anglin; 
32424- B .  Smith;  32443-Hitchcock,  A.  Jones; 
3271  l-Lefort;  33024-B.  Johnson,  G.  Gibson,  McCor¬ 
mick,  Morin,  Parker,  33821-Cogmard,  Johnson; 
33825-Butler, Everson;  34956-MacNeil;  372 1 9-Strouth; 
38738- Rasco;  4051 1 -Wallace;  43040-K.  Williams, 
Zytowicki;  43302-Clark;  44901-Bolden; 

45034-Snodgrass;  45499-Day,  Gant,  Hackett,  A. 
Jackson,  Jenkins,  Prater,  Stone,  Sullen,  Thomas, 
Williams;  45802-Le’ltson,  Ware;  44044-Burton; 
44201-Johansen,  Parrott;  44227-Abner; 
44340-Grossenbacher,  Ifetinuke,  Murphy,  Stone; 
44818-Sherry;  48140-Ponchik;  50149-Shertz; 
52205-Hershberger;  52427-Gregory,  Guy,  Long, 
Morgan,  Richmond,  Suddeth,  Torrez,  Williams; 
55082-Love;  54302-Brown,  Irby,  James;  40420-Russell; 
4 1 40 1 -Coates;  42259-Martinez;  42959-Beverly,  Col- 
omb,  Fowler,  Kirkland,  Neal-Bey;  43003-Garrett; 
43440-Alien,  Goude,  Luster;  44401-Williams; 
45102-Abram,  Profitt,  Shopbell,  Vandiver,  Wycoff; 
44043-Coberlv,  Ellenburg,  Jordan,  Lohrback,  Morris; 
47504-Trimbie;  48502-Skinner;  48509- Donehower; 
70424-Smith;  70712-Hagood,  Meduzia,  Melton, 
Perkins,  Ramos,  Serrano;  71040-Maness,  Taylor; 
72148-Heffernan;  73034-Simmat;  73547-Brick; 
74501-Hughes;  74502-Honeycutt;  75501-Malone; 
75851-Bolton,  Currier,  Evans,  Finney,  Fomaro,  Hay, 
Nowell;  75852-Hernandez,  Sherman,  Woodard; 
75841-Coats,  Collinsworth,  Gee,  J.  Johnson,  Quick; 
74528-Buckley,  Clouse;  77002-Butler;  77340-Dove, 
King,  Rooks;  77343-Nash;  77583-Bradford,  Brown, 
Goodin,  Teague,  Wolverton;  8 1 2 1 2- Barnes; 
83707-Parrott;  85232-Goodyear;  89701-Carlson; 
89702-Florez,  McGregor;  91708-Fanning;  93010-Leason; 
93409-Bellone,  Vidal;  93434-Osterhout; 
93541-Gambord;  94521-Bowman;  94701-LaSalle; 
97801-McClaflin;  98272-McCollum,  Mead;  98584-Dunn; 
99342- Friend,  Godfrey. 

It’s  possible  that  some  of  you  Did  send  vour  let¬ 

ter  and  the  CHEAP  labor  power  here  fucked  up~ 


Sorry  about  that,  if  so.  But  STILL-Send  us  a  card 


QUICK,  le 


re  still  there  and  getting 


28  Yr  old  Italian,  looking  for  special  friend, 
love  dance,  opera,  art  and  antiques.  Educated 
Born  in  Queens,  NY.  Anthony  CARAC- 
CIOLO,  87-77295,  1321  NW  13th  St,  Miami 
FL  33125. 


My  friends  call  me  ‘Trena’.  I’m  25,  like  camp¬ 
ing,  swimming  nude,  and  sex  of  all  kinds. 
Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  Front  Runner  that 
you  sent.  It  was  beautiful!  Greg  DAVIS, 
417552  (B2-1-17),  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


Hi!  I’m  in  the  hole  and  could  use  a  few  letters  if 
you  could  find  the  time  to  write.  They  took  my 
address  book  away  so  I  don’t  have  the  ad¬ 
dresses  of  people  I  used  to  write  either.  (Do  you 
hear  me  Darrell  from  Dayton?)  If  I  were  in  a 
position  to  help,  I’d  do  the  same  for  you.  Jery 
RAGLAND,  17324-009  SHU,  Box  1010, 
Bastrop  TX  78602 


I  am  a  Gay  female  in  for  my  first  time  and  have 
made  many  friends  here.  Many  average  Joes 
who  do  drugs  and  need  counseling  rather  than 
caging.  We  spend  a  lot  of  time  playing  cards. 
I’d  like  to  hear  from  someone  out  there.  Kim 
HALL,  234978  SE-1-78,  1901  D  St  SE, 
Washington,  DC  20003. _ 

My  nickname  is  ‘Midnight  Rider’.  I’m  30,  Sag, 
in  search  of  a  sweet,  fun,  good  sense  of  humor, 
lady.  I’ve  been  gay  16  years  and  I’m  butch! 
Please  write.  Rebecca  FERRIS,  119089,  Box 
26,  St  Gabriel  LA  70776. _ 

GBF,  42,  attr/reas.  intell,  tired  of  ‘potential’, 
prison,  poverty,  &  pretensions;  am  seeking  a 
friend  to  help  me  start  my  new  life  again. 
Release  due  2/90.  Am  interested  in  music, 
writing,  prison  issues,  presently  studying  for 
Assoc,  degree  in  law  enfor.  tech.  Cannot  write 
other  prisoners.  Clarissa  ALLEN-WHIT- 
F1ELD,  Box  180—6907,  Muncy  PA  17756. 


abla  fcspanol 

I’m  a  black  Cuban  and  my  favorite  thing  is 
music  and  dancing.  I’m  in  the  INS  camp  and  I 
need  some  contact  with  Spanish  speaking  gays. 
Please  write  the  lonely  Pedro.  Pedro  Her¬ 
nandez  ORIA,  765  McElroy  St,  Biloxi  MS 
39530. 


I’m  in  a  hard  place  at  this  time  and  seeing  your 
papier  and  reading  about  all  the  brothers  and 
sisters  out  there  brought  me  a  little  shelter  from 
the  storm.  I’m  presently  in  isolation  due  to  my 
homosexuality  and  would  like  to  write  to  so¬ 
meone  who  understands  that  I  am  a  person  too. 
Thank  you  all  for  your  support!  Jeff  FIES, 
41083-061,  Box  33,  Terre  Haute  IN  47808 


Would  you  please  place  my  name  on  the  “need 
a  letter”  list?  Who  knows,  maybe  I  can 
brighten  someone’s  day!  (and  they  brighten 
mine  with  theirs!)  Thank  you  very  much, 
Patrick  EARL,  20149-148  Box  1000, 
Lewisburg,  PA  17837. 


Gay  man  in  need  of  some  TLC.  Any  age  or 
race.  Very  lonely.  Please  write  Billy 
(Snowflake)  FIRSTLER,  159724,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


I’m  34  but  people  say  I  look  25.  I  have  aburn 
hair  and  am  rugget  but  good  looking.  I  like 
rock  music,  sports,  and  am  looking  for  some¬ 
one  to  care  for  and  be  cared  for  in  return.  I’m 
not  out  to  hurt  anyone,  only  find  happiness. 
David  SEIBERT,  87250,  Box  128,  Eddyville 
KY  42038. 


30  yr  old  gay  man,  Latino,  muscular  build,  avid 
reader,  seeking  friendship.  Johnny  TORRES, 
C  4)8909,  Box  689  No  232,  Soledad  CA  93960. 
Likes  footballs  and  flowers 

I  am  Black,  Scorpio,  a  student  of  psychology 
and  social  work  and  pretty  upfront.  I  like 
music,  football,  photography,  growing 
flowers,  painting  and  would  like  to  write  to 
someone.  Clifton  ROBERSON,  83251  4BKS 
29,  Star  Rt  Box  22B,  Tucker  AR  72168. 


Italian  and  French  descent,  bottom  (few  kinks), 
looking  fr  a  caring,  affectionate  man  who  is  not 
an  overly  suspicious  person,  and  who  will  help 
me  because  of  love  and  trust.  I  am  not  a  gold 
digger,  but  I’m  also  not  doing  great  and  have 
small  general  needs.  Channing  BAYLISS, 
160899,  Box  97,  McAlester  OK  74502. 


Seven  inches  of  throbbing  hot  hard  flesh,  lots 
of  hot  thick  rich  creamy  yummy  cummy,  want 
to  hear  from  Bis,  TVs,  TSs,  GMs  any  age.  If 
your  going  to  write  2  or  3  letters  and  then  stop, 
don’t  even  write.  I‘m  into  painting  landscapes, 
writing  stories  and  general  rap.  Let’s  hear  from 
some  forreal  people  out  there.  Please  send 
stamp-embossed  envelope  for  faster  reply.  Tom 
M.  BLANKENSHIP,  195-152,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Nurse  Edwards  wants  a  friend 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  someone.  Any 
race.  It  doesn’t  make  a  difference.  I‘m  30,  light 
skin,  nice  body.  I  do  a  lot  of  reading  and  jogg¬ 
ing.  Study  nursing  at  this  time.  I’m  a  very 
sincere  person.  Would  like  a  photo  if  you  have 
one  ana  would  send  mine  too.  Bobby  J.  ED¬ 
WARDS,  795938,  Box  699  (W-N-57),  Sneads 
FL  32460. 


Age  33,  very  openminded,  have  a  beautiful 
understanding.  Would  like  a  penpal.  Wilfred 

--  -  -  -  cla  4LF 


JOSEPH,  87241,  Camp  J  Cu 
LA  70712. 


-10,  Angola 


I  pass  your  paper  along  when  I’m  thru.  Some 
‘strait’  guys  read  it  too.  Though  the  way  they 
look  at  me  when  I  take  showers  I  don’t  know 
how  ‘strait’  they  are  (smile).  I’d  like  to  write  a 
gay  man.  Not  for  game  playing  but  for  becom¬ 
ing  a  real  friend.  Terri  MINER,  189074,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 
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Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted. 


8  Saturday 

Boston  □  Buses  are  leaving  for  the  March  for  Women's 
Lives.  Call  NOW  for  bus  info:  782-1056. 

Boston  □  Give  Peace  a  Dance.  12-hour  dance  marathon  and 
pledge  event  to  benefit  peace  and  justice  organizations.  Hynes 
Auditorium,  900  Boylston  St.  I  pm- 1  am  868-5259 

9  Sunday 

Washington,  D.C.  □  March  for  Reproductive  Rights  and 
Women’s  Equality.  It's  happening  today.  Call  NOW  for  bus 
information:  782-1056. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Group  Brunch.  Call  joan  for 
info:  266-5169. 

Boston  □  Massage  for  Men,  Jason  Denault  workshop.  Bring 
towel,  lunch,  sheet  and  bathing  suit.  Boston  Center  for  Adult 
Education.  I0am-5pm.  $50  registration:  266-8584 


14  Friday 


Cambridge  □  In  Eros  Veritas,  or  "True  Homosexual  Ex¬ 
periences."  A  panel  of  radical  gay  alumni  sponsored  by  the  Har¬ 
vard  Network  on  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Issues,  with  Ed 
Hougen,  Charley  Shively,  Boyd  McDonald,  Tom  Reeves,  Eugene 
Rice,  French  Wall.  Science  Center,  Harvard  U.,  Lecture  Hall  E. 
7:30pm. 


Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Cambridge  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  M.l.T.  spring  dance. 
M.l.T.  student  center,  Lobell  Dining  Hall.  84  Mass  Ave. 
$4.00/3.00  students.  253-5440 


18  Tuesday  □  Who  will  be  crowned  Mr. 
Boston  Leather,  1989?  The  winner  of  the 
year-long  competition  sponsored  by  the  Riders 
Motorcycle  Club  will  be  revealed  tonight! 
Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St. 


Cambridge  □  Boston  Strikers  soccer  team  season  begins. 
MIT  athletic  fields  off  Vassar  St.  in  Cambridge.  12:30pm.  All  skill 

levels  welcome.  547-8049. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  J.P.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  Potluck. 
First  Unitarian  Church,  Eliot  St.  at  the  monument.  4-7pm. 
Alcohol-free.  522-8070 


Allston  □  Double  Edge  Theatre  presents  a  play  about  the 
Holocaust,  Song  of  Absence.  (Also  4/15)  8pm.  254-4228. 

Boston  □  Roundtable:  Film  and  Literature  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  (4:30-6:30pm),  Perfect  Image?,  Freedom,  Homeland 

(7pm),  and  Sugar  Cane  Alley  (9:15pm)  presented  in  the 
"Celebration  of  Black  Cinema  VI.”  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Art,  see  4/12  listing  for  info.  232-1088. 


Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages,  abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm.  547-3889. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  .  4/11:  Intimacy  with 
Friends;  4/18:  Self-esteem;  4/25:  Celibacy.  7-8:30pm.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety.  Self-help  group  for 
women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center  (see 
above).  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 


Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  annual  election  of  steering  committee 
members.  Veggie  potluck  also.  Workman's  Circle,  1 762  Beacon 
St.  5pm.  782-8994. 

Waltham,  Mass.  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society, 

"Dungeons  and  Dragons"  role  playing  games.  I  pm.  (508) 
597-5862 

Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  T ogether  presents  Sam  Comick 
with  an  “Overview  of  Black  Authors."  Harvard  Yard's  Philip 
Brooks  House,  l-5pm.  All  welcome.  266-4378 

10  Monday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Housing  Development  in  J.P.  for  People 
with  AIDS.  Planning  discussion.J.P.  Multicultural  Arts  Center. 
659  Centre  St.,  not  wheelchair  accessible.  7pm.  437-6200. 

1 1  Tuesday 

Waltham,  Mass.  □  Steven  Riel,  poetry  reading.  Municipal 
Commission  on  Cultural  Affairs  Gallery,  25  Lexington  St. 
893-0361. 

Boston  □  Haitian  Corner  (7pm),  Omega  Rising,  and  King 
Carnival  (9:30pm)  presented  in  the  “Celebration  of  Black 
Cinema  VI."  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  Wheelchair  accessible.  $5.  232-1088. 

1 2  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  brown  bag  lunch.  Info:  Julie 
725-3562. 

Boston  □  New  Woman’s  Chorus  auditions.  Info:  497-4932 
or  628-7865 

Boston  □  Almacita  Di  Desolato  (7pm),  Ligia  Helena,  and 

Un  Pasaje  de  Ida  (9:30pm)  presented  in  the  "Celebration  of 
Black  Cinema  VI.”  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston 
St.  Wheelchair  accessible  by  arrangement.  $5.  232-1088. 

13  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Worcester  □  Singer  Erica  Wheeler  at  Clark  University's  cof¬ 
fee  house.  Sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance.  7:30pm- 
l2am.793-7287. 

Boston  □  Roundtable:  Production,  Reception  and  Impact 
of  Carribean  Film  (4:30-6:30pm),  Lien  De  Parente  (7pm), 
and  Children  of  Babylon  (9:30pm)  presented  in  the  "Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Black  Cinema  VI."  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  see 
4/12  listing  for  info.  232-1068. 


1 5  Saturday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Students  Conference. 

Keynote  speaker:  Gary  Buseck  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders.  Topics:  admissions,  classroom  experiences,  non¬ 
discrimination  policies,  student  organizations.  Part  of  national  ef¬ 
fort  to  organize  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Students  Association. 
Northeastern  U.,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  Ell  Ctr.  3-6pm.  Party 
follows  conference. 

Cambridge  □  Writing  for  Love  and  for  Money.  A  con¬ 
ference  for  New  England  writers.  Keynote  speaker:  Marilyn 
French.  John  Preston  is  leading  a  workshop.  Kennedy  School  of 
Gov’t.,  79  J.F.K.  St.  Sponsored  by  the  National  Writers  Union. 
$45.00/35.00  for  students  and  seniors.  628-8224 

Boston  □  Chiltem  Mountain  Club,  "Learn  the  Ropes 
Day."  Rock  climbing  near  Boston.  Info:  Mark,  288-6419. 

Boston  □  Recovering  Ourselves  and  Our  Communities. 

Women’s  Theological  Center  sponsors  a  day-long  program  on 
women’s  health  issues.  Keynote  speakers  are  Carter  Haywood 
and  Joan  Martin.  At  the  Espiscopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St., 
Sherrill  Hall.  I0am-4pm.  Donation  $5-7  more/less.  For  details, 
277-1330 

Boston  □  Square  Dance  Lesbian  and  Gay  support  group  of  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant  sponsors  the  event.Comer  of  Newbury 
and  Berkeley  Sts.  8-1 1  pm. 

Cambridge  □  New  Words  Birthday  Sale.  20  percent  off  of 
everything.  (Also  4/16.)  186  Hampshire  St.  876-5310. 

Boston  □  La  Vieille,  Quimboiseuse,  Et  Le  Majordome 
(12  noon),  La  Ronde  De  Voodoo,  Anita  (2pm),  From  Rags 
to  Reality  (5pm).  and  A  Tribute  to  Kathleen  Collins.  The 
Cruz  Brothers  and  Miss  Malloy  (7:30pm)  presented  in  the 
"Celebration  of  Black  Cinema  VI."  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Art,  see  4/12  listing  for  info.  232-1088. 

1 6  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  New  Words  15th  Anniversary  celebration. 
186  Hampshire  St.  3-7pm.  Mazel  Tovll!  Also,  the  birthday  sale 
continues  with  20  percent  off  on  all  stock.  876-5310. 

1 8  T uesday 

Boston  □  Who  will  become  Mr.  Boston  Leather  1989?  The 

winner  of  tonight's  contest  will  go  on  to  the  International  Mr. 
Leather  competition  in  Chicago.  Sposored  by  the  Riders  Motor¬ 
cycle  Club.  9pm,  $3.  266-2986. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center,  training 
session  for  24-hour  hotline  volunteers.  492-RAPE. 


Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents  Self- 
Defense  Classes  for  all  ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wed.  eves., 
Sat.  afternoons  in  South  End.  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  Sun¬ 
day  drop-in:  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston's  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community.  4/9:  Miss  Gay  New  England.  4/16:  Boston  Living 
Center  for  PWAs  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland  Rd. , 
Porter  Square.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Boston  □  Alcoholics  Together,  les/gay  group  holds  a  free 
discussion  meeting  Mon.-Fri.  at  Gay  &  Lesbian  Health,  180  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  12-1 :30pm.  227-8353. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics  4/10:  Friendship;  4/17: 
Night  Out;  4/24:  Roles  in  Lesbian  relationships.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for  Adult  Children 
of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital.  8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview 
required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15pm.  Joe 
625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  meets.  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7:00pm. 
49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women's  Rap  4/11:  Class  Dif¬ 
ferences;  4/18:  The  artistic  impulse;  4/25:  Butch/Femme. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-IOpm.  354-8807. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

meeting  open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New 
persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  separately 
6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wed.  or  Th.  492-7273. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it,  Sister!”  4/12:  "Working  Harder, 
Making  Less,"  a  report  from  the  Women  and  Wages  Conf;  4/19. 
Women's  peace  convoy  to  El  Salvador,  4/26:  Lesbian  Ethics,  with 
Sarah  Hogaland  and  Mary  Dougherty.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.l.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton,  Mass.  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st  & 
3rd  Th.  every  month,  Unitarian  Church  basement,  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310 

Stoneham,  Mass.  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm. 
Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women’s 
Center,  (see  above)  7:30-9:30. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group  for  HIV 
positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay 
men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  group  on  death  and  grief. 
Short-term.  Women's  center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse,  4/14:  Urban  Folk 
Music  with  Lori  Goldsmith;  4/21:  Open  Readings  by  Older 
Women;  4/28:  Music  and  Song  with  Janet  Schmeltz.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  8pm-midnight. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
NAOMI  STEIN 


Lesbian  affinity  group  weaves  around  Oregon  FDA  building 

Acting  up  in  the 
Northwest 

ACT  UP  Portland  brings  radical  activism  back  to  Oregon 


By  Michael  Ambrosino 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  A  small  but  grow¬ 
ing  portion  of  the  Portland  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  discouraged  by  last 
November’s  passage  of  Ballot  Measure  8 
(allowing  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation),  increased  violence  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  (including  the  vicious 
murder  in  1987  of  Eugene  Doney,  a  gay 
man),  and  the  State  Health  Department’s 
ineffectual  AIDS  educational  campaign, 
has  responded  with  a  rebirth  of  radical  act¬ 
ivism  in  the  form  of  a  new  and  energetic 
chapter  of  the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power  (ACT  UP).  The  group,  which  was 
formed  in  early  December,  culminated  a 
series  of  winter  actions  by  holding  a  highly 
visible  protest  Feb.  27. 

Catherine  Smith,  a  lesbian  ACT  UP 
member  who  was  arrested  at  the  demo,  told 
GCN,  “After  Ballot  Measure  8  passed  here 
a  lot  of  us  felt  down  and  disempowered. 
ACT  UP  has  given  me  a  way  to  take  back 
some  of  the  power.” 

More  than  200  activists  from  the  Pacific 
Northwest  and  San  Francisco  participated 
in  a  demonstration  called  by  ACT  UP  to 
protest  the  policies  of  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA).  Twelve  ACT  UP 
members  were  arrested  in  a  direct  action 
that  effectively  closed  the  state’s  office  of 
the  FDA.  Chanting  “ACT  UP!  Fight  Back! 
Fight  AIDS!,”  the  crowd  rallied  across  the 
street  from  the  Federal  Building,  as  several 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  people  with 
ARC  (PWARCs)  voiced  their  anger  and 
disgust  at  both  the  state  and  federal  govern¬ 
ment’s  failure  to  act  decisively  against  the 
epidemic.  Earlier  in  the  morning  red  paint 
was  splattered  on  the  rear  entrance  of  the 
building,  symbolizing  that  the  FDA  has 
“blood  on  its  hands”  in  its  devastatingly 
slow  release  of  potential  life-giving  drugs  to 
people  surviving  with  AIDS  and  ARC. 

As  the  march  slowly  filed  across  the  street 
to  the  building’s  main  entrance,  some  pro¬ 
testers  attempted  to  block  traffic  and  passed 
out  flyers  to  any  interested  mid-morning 
commuters.  While  Seattle’s  Spider  Women 
affinity  group  spun  yarn  webs  in  and  about 
police-force  barricades,  other  members  of 
ACT  UP  spoke  with  various  news  agencies 
from  throughout  the  West  Coast,  detailing 
the  reasons  for  the  action  and  specifically 
reminding  the  press  of  the  importance  to 


speak  out  in  this  state  where  AIDS  casualties 
total  only  one-half  percent  of  the  national 
figure.  Struggling  with  police,  a  small  por¬ 
tion  of  the  demonstrators  stormed  the  build¬ 
ing,  travelling  to  the  sixth  floor  where  they 
found  the  FDA’s  office  “closed  for  the 
day.”  Handcuffed  to  the  office  door,  his  leg 
bound  to  another  protester  with  a  Krypto- 
nite  bike  lock,  Ritch  Dryden  of  ACT 
UP/San  Francisco  emphasized  the  group’s 
demands,  which  included  the  immediate 
release  of  the  drugs  CD4,  Dextran  Sulfate, 
DTC/Immunthiol  and  Foscarnet.  He  also 
spoke  frankly  of  his  own  struggles  with 
AIDS.  “People  are  putting  it  on  the  line. 
Some  are  afraid  of  what  might  happen  as  an 
end  result  but  they  aren’t  afraid  to  tell  the 
rest  of  the  country  [that]  this  is  one  more 


group  of  people  who  are  not  going  to  toler¬ 
ate  things  as  they  are.” 

After  crowding  the  hallway  for  more  than 
an  hour,  stuffing  ACT  UP  leaflets  into  the 
office  door’s  mailslot,  placing  a  cardboard 
pink  triangle  with  Rep.  Mark  Hatfield’s 
(R-Ore.)  name  on  it  around  the  doorknob 
and  fixing  political  stickers  throughout  the 
building,  12  activists  were  warned  to  leave 
the  premises  and  then  arrested.  In  a  move 
that  successfully  drew  attention  away  from 
the  police  department’s  homophobic  and 
AIDS-phobic  handling  of  actions  that  pre¬ 
dominantly  involve  gay  men,  lesbians, 
PWAs  and  PWARCs,  officers  wore  black 
leather  gloves  as  opposed  to  the  familiar 
yellow  latex  gloves  used  by  other  officers 
throughout  the  country  reinforcing  the 


myth  that  AIDS  can  be  contracted  through 
“casual  contact.”  Dryden  and  Steve 
Squires,  a  Vietnam  veteran  and  Portland 
ACT  UP  activist,  refused  to  unlock  them¬ 
selves  and  so  the  two  were  carried  from  the 
building. 

Attempting  to  block  the  police  van’s 
path,  protesters  periodically  surrounded  the 
vehicle  and  eventually  flattened  one  of  its 
tires.  Carl  Goodman,  of  ACT  UP/Port- 
land,  was  arrested  for  laying  down  in  front 
of  the  van’s  path  and  Michael  Davidson  of 
ACT  UP/Seattle,  hung  onto  the  bumper  of 
the  vehicle  for  three  blocks  before  it  slowed 
enough  for  him  to  get  off  safely.  “AIDS  is 
an  emergency,”  said  Davidson.  “The 
business-as-usual  approach  taken  by  the 
FDA  in  the  face  of  this  emergency  amounts 
to  passive  genocide  of  gay  and  bisexual  men 
and  IV-drug  users.” 

0  Those  arrested  were  strip-searched  and 
|  cited  with  “creating  a  disturbance,”  which 
-g  carries  a  maximum  sentence  of  six  months  in 
^  jail  and  a  $500  fine.  Hearings  for  the  group 
are  tentatively  scheduled  for  the  First  week 
t.  of  May.  About  30  to  40  demonstrators 
spontaneously  marched  from  the  Federal 
Building  to  the  federal  courthouse  where 
the  detainees  were  being  held.  Passing 
workers  on  their  lunch  break  and  300  to  400 
elementary  school  children  visiting  the 
museums  in  the  city’s  downtown  district, 
the  marchers  frequently  encountered  people 
who  were  supportive  of  the  group’s  con¬ 
cerns. 

ACT  UP’s  presence  symbolized  a  new 
awakening  here  among  those  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  and  they  provided  a  pos¬ 
itive  image  of  men  and  women  committed  to 
fighting  the  ill-informed  perceptions  of 
many  Oregonians.  Davidson  was  impressed 
and  invigorated  with  what  he  experienced, 
seeing  “new  people  who  had  never  done 
anything  [before]  who  got  really  Fired  up 
and  are  probably  going  to  become  activists 
now.”  Media  coverage  was,  for  the  most 
part,  balanced  and  fair  as  the  local  press 
capitalized  on  the  progressiveness  of  the 
event  while  reacting  to  pressure  put  upon 
them  to  cover  the  epidemic  more  effectively. 

Successful  actions  earlier  in  the  month 
proved  the  effectiveness  of  this  grassroots 
organization  to  both  constructively  educate 
the  public  on  AIDS-related  issues  as  well  as 
Continued  on  page  12 


CRIS 


WILLIAMSON 


Saturday,  April  22nd 
Berklee  Performance  Centers 


Two  shows:  5  &  9  PM  $  1450  &  $1650  all  seats  reserved 


Tlgf^LE  NO'*'-' 


TicketMaster  787-8000 


*An  Evening  with  Cris  Williamson: 

—  1st  half  will  include  Cris  with 
accompaniment. 

—  2nd  half  will  feature  Cris  solo. 


The  concert  will  include  special  selections 
from  “The  Changer  and  the  Changed.”* 

•VoiCTl  No.  I  Folk  Album  All  Time  —  WERS  <F*U  1«S| 


'////////////////////miiiiiiimnwwwwwwwww 


New  release  by  Cris  Williamson  and  Teresa  Trull  called  Country  Blessed  on  sale  for 
$6.99  (CD  $11.99)  along  with  Changer  and  The  Changed  for  the  month  of  April  at: 
Acton  -  Minor  Chord;  Amherst  -  Amherst  Record  Shop,  Food  for  Thought;  Arlington  - 
Wood  and  Strings;  Boston/Cambridge  -  Boston  Compact  Disc,  Cheapo  Records,  Harvard 
Coop,  Music  Emporium,  New  Words,  Sandy's,  Stereo  Jack,  Tower  Records  and 
Glad  Day;  Gloucester  -  Gloucester  Music;  Jamaica  Plain  -  Arborway  Video  and  Sound; 
Northhampton  -  Main  Street  Records,  Lunaria. 


Visit  with  Cris  Williamson  at  Wood  and  Strings  on  Sunday  April  23  from  1:00  -  2:00pm! 


nd  whatever  else  your  mood 


desires. 


“Voice  Personals”  from  Gay 
Selections™  allow  you  to  meet  other 
men  who  share  your  lifestyle. 


and  leave  your  own  message  describing 
yourself  or  listen  to  messages 
left  by  others. 


Only  89<t  per  minute 


